
Church of the Good Shepherd
Our Story Inside These Pages

Sept. 27,  5:45 pm - Parenting Potluck 
Sept. 28,  10 am-3 pm - West Acton CGS Oktoberfest table 

Sept. 29,  post 8 & 10 am - Good Shepherd Ministry Fair
5:30 pm - Esperanza Farm to Table Dinner

Oct. 1-27 - Undies Sundays!
Oct. 2, at noon - Bread & Banter

Oct. 6,  8 & 10 am - Blessing of the Animals and
Mission Sunday with Jeanne Rikkers From Cristosal

Oct. 6, 11:45 am - 10 Ways to Pray Adult Formation Program
Oct 19, 8:30-10 am - Men’s Group

6:30 pm - Chili-o-Kee
October 20, 1:30 pm in Concord - Crop Walk

October 25, 5:45 pm - Parenting Potluck
October 26, 1-4 pm - Dementia From the Inside Out held at 

St. Mark’s, Westford
Oct. 31, 7:30 pm - Hop, Skip and Jump Bible Study

Nov. 2, at noon - Bread & Banter
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         What’s not to love 
about the month of Octo-
ber?  Yes, I like all the New 
England seasons for the va-

riety it brings but autumn and especially October is my favorite of all.  
The air is full of the smell of harvest from apples to corn to squash.  Of 
the favorite fall activities, visiting a local orchard for apple picking is at 
the top of the list for me.  
 Here at Good Shepherd there is a great deal going on as well.  
From the rectory getting a face life with a fresh coat of paint, to the Cub 
Scouts and Boy Scouts assisting with the clean up of the grounds at the 
rectory and church.  And though we are still looking for a part-time co-
ordinator, the church school is off and running with the help of so many 
people in our congregation.  Thank you everyone who has stepped up to 
lead a class, donate time, money, and LEGO bricks, to volunteers in the 
nursery and those serving as Safe Church Hall Monitors, to the fantas-
tic mission-focused curriculum made available to our students.  This is 
going to be a terrific program year!
 Adult education will begin this month with the Sunday morning 
group as well as the Hop, Skip, Jump Bible Study, details of which you 
will find in this newsletter.  There’s Bread and Banter lunch for retirees, 
and a place for those who knit and/or crochet in the prayer shawl minis-
try.  We can always use your help with the stewardship of our buildings 
and keeping an eye on projects to be done to improve the physical plant 
of Good Shepherd.
 If it’s social events you’d like to see, be sure to check out this 
month’s Chili-Oke!  Make a pot of your favorite chili for a contest which 
will judge whose dish is the best in a number of categories.  Combine this 
with the music of Karaoke, and it makes for a really fun evening!  The 
next day a team of Good Shepherd walkers will participate in the annual 
CROPWALK at First Parish in Concord.  This 3.5 mile stroll through the 
National Park is a great community event that brings people together 
from all the surrounding towns. This year we are looking forward to 
having the participation of our church school as they create and carry a 
Good Shepherd banner.

1

October Fun



 Whether you are new to this community of 
faith, or a longtime partner of the parish, and every-
one in between, we hope you will connect with us 
for worship or coffee hour, or any of the upcoming 
events.  

Yours in faith,
Melissa

Stewardship

Ask, Thank, Tell
“Stewardship has been kidnapped and 

is being held hostage by a sinister villain 
named ‘Paying the Bills’.”

 
 This is the time of the year when the Ves-
try starts thinking about what type of stewardship 
program we should do this year. How can we get the 
congregation excited about stewardship? 
  For most people, pledging involves a lot 
of questions: should I pledge? how much should I 
pledge? I’ve never pledged before—what’s the right 
amount? Where is the money going? Is it support-
ing the ministry I support? I can go on and on about 
what goes through heads when it comes to pledging. 
 This summer Melissa asked the Vestry to read 

a book about stewardship, Ask, Thank, Tell by Charles 
R. Lane. The author’s statement from the intro really 
hit home for me: “Stewardship has been kidnapped 
and is being held hostage by a sinister villain named 
Paying the Bills.”
  The main focus of this book is to move us 
from the trap of pledging to paying the bills, toward 
pledging to serve God and build our relationship 
with Jesus. It suggests we should look at giving is an 
act of discipleship, not a duty of membership. 
  Please join Melissa and the Vestry on Octo-
ber 27 after the 10:00 a.m. service for a presen-
tation about looking at Stewardship in a whole new 
way. It will be great for all of us to learn how to shift 
our thinking of Stewardship from a chore to a minis-
try to which we are called by God.

Tony Geanisis

Pot Luck Dinner followed by a presentation 
by Rev. Melissa Buono

after the 10 am Service  on October 27th
Guaranteed good food!

A-I please bring a main dish
J- R please bring a side dish or salad and bread

S-Z please bring a dessert
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Junior Warden’s Message
  As the leaves 
start to turn, I have 
been hearing chip-
munks, appreciating 
each lingering catbird, 
and wishing the mon-
arch butterflies well on 
their journey to Mexi-
co... But Fall is time 
for new beginnings, 
despite the wrapping 
up of nature’s year. 
Good Shepherd is a 

lively place this fall, and I hope you will find your 
place in it: beyond attending Sunday services, maybe 
you would enjoy the Parenting Potluck, Bread and 
Banter, helping with Sunday School, Men’s group, or 
Choir... and don’t miss our fun night of Chili-oke!
  One of the things that  excites me most this 
fall is the renewed focus on our mission efforts. Mis-
sion is one of the three “core values” that the parish 
identified during our strategic visioning work last 
year, but it’s not always very visible to ourselves or 
to visitors. We are working to increase this visibil-
ity in several ways. The Multi-Gen Mission Sundays, 
with special guests speaking about mission projects, 
will highlight the ways we are “Christ’s hands” to the 
world around us and encourage each of us to become 
more engaged.  Also, each month one of our differ-
ent missions will present information on a bulletin 
board in the parish hall. Be sure to check it out and 
learn more about what our parish is doing. Finally, 

special thanks to Barb Magee for creatively integrat-
ing our mission work into our Sunday School cur-
riculum so that every age in our parish learns about 
different ways to serve God in the world.
  I have been so pleased that most people are 
wearing their name tags regularly now. As one who at 
times can’t remember names of people I have known 
for years, I really appreciate it! But in addition to us 
name-challenged folks, visitors have a much more 
positive experience when everyone wears a name 
tag. Name tags reduce the stress of meeting new 
people and allow a person to ‘review’ a name several 
times during a conversation, and they eliminate that 
awkward “I know I met you last month but I can’t 
remember your name.” We want every person who 
comes through our doors to feel welcome, and this 
is a small thing everyone can do. Keep up the good 
habit!
  I recently read “Self-disclosure is the single 
most effective way to build rapport and connect with 
people you’ve just met.” Wearing a name tag is a very 
simple act of self-disclosure, and it really does facili-
tate connection. In many ways I think that is what 
we come to church for: to connect with each other, 
other members of Christ’s body. Think about it. We 
proclaim ‘community’ as one of our other core val-
ues. A community is a group of people who are con-
nected to each other. I rejoice that I am connected to 
you all, and to God through you. And thank you for 
helping me remember your name!

 Jessie Panek

 Search Committee Update
 The Search Committee, supported by some 
key specialists, continues to make good progress. In 
fact, our goal is to present the finished Parish Profile 
to the Vestry in early October, and shortly thereafter 
to make it available to the parish. It will be available 
in electronic form initially, although printed copies 
will be available for those who prefer that option.

  Once the Vestry has accepted the work of the 
Committee in preparing the Profile, we will submit 
a set of documents to the Diocese that are required 
for the position to be advertised and for us to start 
receiving names. We’ll take names for a period of 
two calendar months, and then start the process of 
review and narrowing the field. During this time, we 
will practice strict confidentiality to protect candi-
dates who have expressed an interest. Parishioners 

 During Our Interim...



The Liturgy                                        
 For late Pentecost, 
we return to Enriching our 
Worship 1, the supplement 
to the prayer book published 
in 1998 by the Episcopal 
Church. The stated purpose 
of this little book is to 
“expand the language, 
images, and metaphors 
used in worship” and to 
“deepen and strengthen 
our encounter with Christ.” 
From this book we have 

chosen Eucharistic Prayer 2.
 The Prayers of the People are from The Book of 

Alternative Services of The Anglican Church of Canada,  
1985 by The General Synod of the Anglican
Church of Canada.

Names for All Saints’ Day
 

 Please let the office know the names of any 
friends and family who have died since last All Saints’ 
Sunday (November 4, 2018) whom you would like to 
be remembered this coming All Saints’ Day, Sunday, 
November 3. Anyone that has been listed listed in 
the Shepherd’s Fold will automatically be included. 
The Deadline to submit names is 10:00am on 
Monday October 28, admin@goodshepherdacton.
org. Thank you.

Laura Brock

who wish to nominate a candidate should direct that 
person to the posting on the diocesan website.
  The Committee continues to be grateful for 
the extraordinary support from the congregation. 
There are two parishioners in particular who are 
working long hours to refine the draft profile into 
something of which we can all be very proud. Jane 
Lothian has been editing the draft profile sections, 
and then Margaret Geanisis has been doing the final 
layout and graphic design work. We are so grateful 
for the cheerful and skilled service of these sisters 
in Christ, without whom we would not be as close to 
done as we are! Thanks so much, Margaret & Jane!

 Chris O’Leary, 
Chair

Rectory Update
 An ad hoc group of volunteers has been 
working on the rectory to get it ready for exterior 
painting. Professional painters have been hired at a 
reasonable rate to paint the exterior. So - you’re off 
the hook to volunteer! The painters have pressure 
washed the rectory and began the painting process 
on Sept 26. 
 A big thank you to Tim White, Ken Kosick 

and Paul Zinn who also is organzing the needed 
work.  We appreciate you contributing your time 
and talent to get the prep work done. There will be 
one more work session to repair the steps at the 

rear of the house on Sat., September 28th. 
 The Building Committee is looking for a new 
leader. Tony (me) the Warden needs your help. Right 
now I am acting as the head of the building commit-
tee. Don’t be afraid to jump in; the water’s warm. 

Tony Geanisis  
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New Acolytes Trained
 Many young people from Good Shepherd 
have served as acolytes during our worship services 
over the years, and we are delighted to announce 
that several of our youth have stepped forward and 
volunteered to serve as acolytes this year for our 
worship services. 
 On Sunday, September 8, four young people 
participated in acolyte training given by Melissa. Their 
interest and enthusiasm was infectious. They will 
be serving during the monthly Multi-Generational 
Mission services as well as during Christmas, Easter, 
and other Holy Day services. We welcome these new 
members of our worship leadership team and look 
forward to having them participate as acolytes in our 
liturgy and worship.
 Acolytes assist during worship as crucifers in 
the procession, as well as torch bearers, and holders 
of the Gospel book from which the Deacon reads 
in the assembly of the congregation. There is still a 
place for more of our youth to join and become an 
acolyte. If your child(ren) is in 5th grade or higher 
and would like to serve as an acolyte, please contact 
Melissa and an additional training session can be 
offered.

Diane Zimmerman-Decker

Choir News
  Choir rehearsals are underway at a new 
time: Wednesday evenings, 7:15–8:30 p.m.! I 
look forward with great anticipation to enriching 
congregational worship with music from our choir, 
as well as other voices and instrumentalists within 
our ranks!
            A present opportunity is upon us. The first 
Sunday of the month (until further notice) is Mission 

Service. The choir will be prepared to present a choral 
anthem, but I would like to encourage those soloists, 
guitarists, clarinetists, trios and more to also share 
their talents!
            Before we know it, the holidays will be upon 
us. Have you ever had the desire to sing with the 
choir but can’t commit to the whole church year? 
Well, you’re in luck! Join the Christmas Choir! 
Only four Wednesday rehearsals: November 27, 
December 4, 11 and 18, ages 14 and above.
            Please contact me with your particular talent 
and abilities for future services.

Christ’s love,
Deborah Colageo

classicaldeb@gmail.com        
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Service Schedule
Sunday: 8:00 am Holy Eucharist                 
    10:00 am Holy Eucharist
                                  w/Church School
Wednesday:
    7:30 am Holy Eucharist                  
                             w/potluck breakfast

First Sunday of the Month: 
•	 Healing Prayers and Laying on of 

hands 
•	 Food Ingathering 
•	 Holy Eucharist Multi-generational 

Mission at 10:00  am

Blessing of the 
Animals

October 6
You can bring your 
pet(s), a photo of your 
pets and your stuffed 
pets. Dogs need to be on 
leashes, and other pets 
in carryalls or cages.



Adult Formation at CGS
 In school, we are taught a particular skill or 
set of facts, take an exam to ensure our knowledge 
of that information, and move on to the next sub-
ject.  In some cases, when a topic is of particular in-
terest, we might follow up with further reading to 
learn something more.  And yet, we know that learn-
ing is a lifelong pursuit that engages the mind and 
connects us with others of similar and contrasting 
interests.  
  The journey of faith is much the same.  We all 
remember something of the Bible stories we learned 
in Sunday School of Moses and the 10 Command-
ments, Noah and the flood, Daniel in the lion’s den, 
and so on.  Growing up, we learn the Lord’s Prayer 
and the Creeds of the Church, and about the sacra-
ments of Baptism and Holy Communion. But do we 
ever fully know these building blocks of our faith?  
The journey of faith is a life-long endeavor and we 
are enriched as we meet and share with one another 
the stories of our faith experiences, many of which 
are embedded in the everyday things of our lives.
  One such opportunity to explore our faith 
and what it means to be a Christian can be had in 
the Adult Formation group that meets in the CGS 
library most Sunday mornings after worship.  Here 
we gather for informal conversation around a book 
series or other topic of interest to the group and are 
nourished by the shared questions and reflections of 
the group.  
  Starting in October, we will explore a variety 

of prayer practices using 
Dawn Duncan Harrell’s 10 
Ways to Pray: A Short Guide 
to a Long History of Talking 
with God.  Each session is 
independent of the others 
and does not require you 
to make a commitment 
to attend every week.  We 
welcome new attendees at 
all times.  Sessions begin 
Sunday, October 6 (un-
less there is a Q&A with 

Cristosal Director, Jeanne Rikkers after church in 
which case we will begin on Sunday, October 20.)  
We meet from 11:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and look 
forward to seeing you there! Melissa Buono

Men’s Group
 Men’s group restarts this fall beginning 
on October 19. We will meet the first and third 
Saturday of each month from 8:30–10:00 a.m. 
Join us for coffee and breakfast snacks in the kitchen 
from 8:30-9:00, followed by a relaxed bible study of 
the gospel for the next Sunday, based on the African 
Bible Study Method.  This is a great opportunity to 
share our thoughts on Jesus’ gospel as well as get to 
know one another and build friendships. We encour-
age all to attend as their schedules permit. Please 
contact Tom Hoch with any questions.  

 Tom Hoch

Hop, Skip and Jump 
Through the Bible

 Our monthly Bible study will begin again on 
October 31 at 7:30 p.m. at Good Shepherd. We 
will then meet on the last Thursday of every month 
through to June. Check the Shepherd’s Fold for 
more details of each meeting. All are welcome!  If you 
haveany questions please contact Bev Ridpath.

Bev Ridpath

Parenting Potluck
 The Spiritual Parenting Group, now called the 
Parenting Potluck, builds fellowship among those ex-
periencing the journey of parenthood. Meeting one 
night per month, this group provides a safe place in 
which the participants can acknowledge the joys and 
challenges of raising children. Parents and guardians 
of all ages are welcome. Each session begins with a 
potluck dinner. Childcare is provided. Come as you 
are.
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The first gathering of the Parenting Potluck will be 
Friday, September 27 at 5:45-8:15 pm.  The pot-
luck will be from 5:45-6:30 PM; Parent discussion 
& childcare will be 6:30-8:00 pm.  Clean-up kitchen 
and parish hall from 8:00-8:15 PM.   The theme for 
our first gathering will be the 5 Languages of “Love.  
“We are leading a discussion on the 5 Languages of Love. 
These are the 5 ways to express and/or experience love, 
that Gary Chapman calls ‘love languages’. Understand-
ing how we best experience love, how we are most com-
fortable expressing love, and how our partner or chil-
dren express and experience love can help us improve 
how what we do is heard and experienced by those we 

care about. “  Ed Morgan, the Music Man (you may 
know him from his monthly sing-alongs at the Acton 
Memorial Library) will meet to to sing with the kids 
at 6:45-7:30 for this first get together. 
 The Parenting Potluck will meet month-
ly on the following Fridays from 5:45-8:15 pm: 
September 27, October 25, November 22,  De-
cember 13 and January 24.  For more information 
about this parenting group, please contact Melissa 
at PastorBuono@protonmail.com.

Melissa Buono



Church School

                         Church School is in session on the lower 
level of the church at the start of worship.  Please 
arrive a few minutes before 10:00am for Church 
School.
 Classrooms are arranged as follows: 
Pre-school in the Nursery with Kseniia Romano-
va, and Caroline Browning or Beth McKeeman
K-2 grade for Godly Play with Jen Thornton
3-5 grade for Faith Builders with Danielle Reese 
6-8 grade for Rite 13/J2A with Eleanore Recko and 
Mary Bunker
9-12 grade for YAC with Kathleen Zawicki
 If you are interested in helping out as a 
Church School teacher or as a Safe Church Hall mon-
itor, please contact Melissa at pastorbuono@proton-
mail.com.
Godly Play:
 Children have an innate sense of the pres-
ence of God. The Godly Play approach helps them to 
explore their faith through story telling, to gain reli-
gious language and to enhance their spiritual experi-
ence though wonder and play. Based on Montessori 
principles and developed using a spiral curriculum, 
the Godly Play method serves children through ear-
ly, at Good Shepherd childhood and beyond. Come 
join us!
Faith Builders:
 We are trying out a new curriculum for ex-

ploring stories of the Bible called “Building Faith 
Brick by Brick: An Imaginative Way to Explore the Bible 
with Children”.  This unique program invites children 
to listen to the ancient Bible stories, learning about 
the authorship, characters, and place in Scripture.  
The learning is then nurtured through the invitation 
to construct something from the story using LEGO 
bricks.  As the children build their designs, they en-
gage with each other sharing thoughts and insights 
as they “wonder” together about a different story 
each week.  At the end of class, the children display 
their designs at the coffee hour in the parish hall.

Journey to Adulthood
Rite 13:
The two years of Rite 13 focus on recognizing the 
gifts God has given us, celebrating our creative po-
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Church School Calendar
  October 5             10:00 am  Mission Sunday fo All Ages, with Blessing of the Animals
  
  October 13           10:00 am   Church school  
                     
                    October 20           10:00 am   Church School with Mission Project: make a Crop Walk   
      Banner
 
  October 27             10:00 am   Church school   
                                  
                                                                               



Mission Outreach

tential, and learning to interact as a community of 
faith.  Once a month, we will work on a mission proj-
ect to learn about developing relationships with oth-
ers through our connection with Esperanza Acad-
emy.
J2A:
The J2A curriculum seeks to address modern con-
cerns and cares of the young teens as they relate to 
the life of faith. During these years, teens learn and 
practice six basic skills of adulthood: active listen-
ing, negotiation, assertion, research & information 
management, partnership and leadership. They go 
on field grips and a Mission Trip at the end of their 
second year.
YAC:
(Young Adults in Church) Students are encouraged 

to accept more adult responsibilities and to contrib-
ute their time, talent and treasure in ways that sup-
port the ongoing work of the church. Teens write a 
personal credo of beliefs and rely on their trusted 
group of peers as they explore their faith more deep-
ly and struggle with the details of transitioning from 
teenager to young adult in today’s world.

Legos Needed
 We are accepting donations of Legos bricks 
for use in the Church School. Please contact Melissa 
Buono at:  pastorbuono@protonmail.com for more 
information or to donate. 

“We are called to be the change we want to see in the world by honoring 
human dignity and seeking to improve the rights and conditions of people 

locally, nationally, and globally.”

Mission Outreach Calendar
September 29 - 5:30 pm Farm to Table Dinner for Esperanza Academy

Octber 1-27  - Undies Sundays collection

October 6  - 8 & 10 am Mission Sunday: Jeanne Rikkers, Research and 
   Learning Director from Cristosal

October 20 - 1:30 pm Crop Walk at the First Parish Church in Concord

November 17 - 8 & 10 am  Mission Sunday: Andrew McMahon, Exec. Dir. 
   of Lowell Transitional Living Center and Funmi Yusuf, Dev. Mgr.

December 1  - 8 & 10 am  Immigrant Sunday

December 1-15 - Clothing collection for San Lucas Epsicopal Church 
    in Chelsea
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What is 
Cristosal?

 Cristosal is an 
Episcopal-based 
human rights or-
ganization work-

ing in El Salvador, Guatemala and Honduras.
Cristosal has a four-pronged mission:
1. Equipping human rights leaders with knowledge 

and tools for action through research and learn-
ing

2. Protecting people displaced by violence through 
victim accompaniment

3. Repairing the lingering effects of rights viola-
tions through strategic litigation

4. Building environments where peace is possible 
through community development

      Jeanne Rikkers, Research 
and Learning Director of Cris-
tosal, will be visiting on Octo-
ber 6. Our relationship with 
Jeanne Rikkers, who has lived 
in El Salvador for 27 years, has 
a long history. We have learned 
from her on many of our del-
egation trips. Jeanne visited 
CGS in April 2016, participat-

ing in a sermon/dialogue and felt so embraced by 
our community that she became a member of our 
congregation.

Celebrating the Immigrants
 in our own Community

 At Good Shepherd we are so enriched by the 
life stories we all bring to our faith community. In De-
cember, as we prepare to recount the story of Mary 
and Joseph’s journey from their home to strange 
lands, we will make visible the stories of the mem-
bers of our community who left the homes of their 
birth to come to the United States. In the upcoming 
weeks we will be reaching out to families with an in-
vitation to share the journeys that brought them to 
this country. 

Walk, Give, Change the World
 CROP Hunger Walks are community-wide 
events sponsored by Church World Service and orga-
nized by local congregations or groups to raise funds 
to end hunger at home and around the world. CROP 
Hunger Walks help to support the overall ministry of 
Church World Service, especially grassroots, hunger-
fighting development efforts around the world.  In 
addition, each local CROP Hunger Walk can choose 
to return up to 25 percent of the funds it raises to 
hunger-fighting programs in its own community.
 CROP Hunger Walks help to provide food 
and water, as well as resources that empower people 
to meet their own needs. From seeds and tools, to 
wells and water systems, to technical training and 
micro-enterprise loans, the key is people working to-
gether to identify their own development priorities, 
their strengths and their needs, something CWS has 
learned through some 70 years of working in part-
nership around the world.
 Our church is helping to end hunger one step 
at a time by participating in this year’s CROP Hunger 
Walk.
 The 2019 Crop Walk is on October 20 at 1:30 
pm at First Parish Church in Concord, MA. The 3.5 
km CROP Walk route starts and ends at First Parish 
in Concord. The Walk goes through the historic Min-
uteman National Park, taking one across the Old
North Bridge. It takes about one hour to walk.

 Nine local food pantries and community sup-
pers are supported by the Concord CROP Walk. Pre-
walk music is provided by the Concord-Carlisle High 
School Pep Band and post-walk music by the Yankee 
Stompers Dixieland Jazz Band. Cookies and cider 
are served at the end of the walk. Pets on leashes are 
welcome!
 Together, we can help end hunger in our com-
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munity and around the world. Please support us by 
making a donation ... and join us on the Walk! Here 
is the link to donate: https://www.crophungerwalk.
org/concordma/Team/View/117621/Church-of-
the-Good-Shepherd-Good-Shepherd-Acton

Chuba Udokwu

Undies Sundays
 
 “Hunger and homelessness happen for a number of 
reasons; a job loss, an illness, a divorce or a disabil-
ity.  Whatever the reason, Lowell Transitional Liv-
ing Center is here to help by  providing a full range of 
services aimed at lifting people up.  LTLC helps open 
doors for our most vulnerable citizens and believes 
everyone deserves a safe place to call home. For so 
many who have lost hope, our dedicated staff and 
high quality programs restore dignity one person at 
a time” (LTLC)

 During the month of October we will be col-
lecting socks, underwear, warm hats, gloves etc.  for 
the Lowell Transitional Living Center. 
 Good Shepherd’s relationship with LTLC 
goes back over 30 years, beginning with parishio-
ners volunteering at the shelter and a drive to collect 
men’s white socks for their clients. This evolved into 

the “Undies Sundays” program, a one-month drive 
in the fall to collect socks, underwear, warm hats, 
gloves, etc. Over the years Good Shepherd has raised 
money to purchase 60 cots for the emergency win-
ter program, donated 100 pillows, 100 blankets, and 
monies for special programs.  
 During the month of October,  please bring 
your donations to the church where there will be a 
designated area for drop off. For questions please 
contact Helene Gagliano.
 

El Ocotillo Scholarship Program
 
 We recently received a remarkable and inspi-
rational update from our friends in El Ocotillo, El 
Salvador that is truly a testament of empowerment 
and the work of the Holy Spirit. 
  As you may know, Church of Good Shepherd 
has supported students from El Ocotillo, El Salva-
dor with scholarships for ten years. Three times be-
tween 2013 and 2017 we received a diocesan grant 
that matched our fundraising and allowed us to have 
a broader reach to aspiring students. Because that 
grant is no longer available, the El Salvador Commit-
tee is seeking other avenues to raise $15,000/year to 
sustain this life-changing program. 
  On our visit to El Ocotillo in July 2018, we 
met with scholarship students to confirm our com-
mitment to them, discuss these financial challenges, 
and talk to them about their role in the self-sus-
tainability of the scholarship program. We were in-
spired by the students’ 
response. Will Guzman, 
who had graduated the 
day before, shared the 
idea that if every gradu-
ate in the community 
donated $10/month, it 
would fund one scholar-
ship student. This is es-
pecially notable consid-
ering that the average 
salary for a new graduate is $300/month!
  To that end, following are excerpts from the 
letter we recently received:
  On Saturday, August 14, 2019, a meeting was 
held with students of El Ocotillo who have graduat-
ed thanks to the scholarship program where the pro-
posal about making the self-sustainable scholarship 



program, with time, was discussed. At the meeting, 
former scholarship students (or their mother if they 
could not be there because of jobs and distances) at-
tended: Glenda Rodríguez, Kevin Rodríguez, David 
Martínez, Erick Guzmán, Rolando Guzmán, Ana 
Argueta, Lucinda Rodríguez, José Guzmán, Sulma 
Guzmán, and Lilian Vázquez.
 The meeting lasted around two and a half 
hours, where the students agreed to give something 
back to the community, as thanks for the years they 
belonged to the scholarship program. Initially, the 
idea of starting with one or two scholarships was 
raised. Recognizing that elementary and high school 
education is somewhat more accessible (it still pres-
ents a financial burden on families but not as great 
as at the higher education level) it was decided to 
support a student, with a half scholarship at the 
university, starting in 2021, giving them a period of 
time to be able to raise funds in the remainder of 
2019 and 2020.
  At the same time, they talked about a new 
process for current scholarship students, in which 
it be specified that, from their monthly scholarship, 
they must contribute with one or two dollars to be 
able to create a seed fund, which subsequently helps 
to provide more scholarships in future years. This 
measure will also be taken with active university lev-
el scholarship students in 2019, which are 11, so far.

Kathleen Hoch

Gently Used Winter Clothing 
Drive for Church of San Lucas                                                         

 A few weeks ago, Barbara Magee brought to 
our attention at both services an article from The 

Boston Globe 
which described 
the fear expe-
rienced by pa-
rishioners of the 
Church of San 
Lucas, Chelsea, 
following the 
murderous at-
tacks in El Paso and Gilroy, CA against immigrants 
as well as the increase in ICE raids.  Barbara had pre-
pared a beautiful banner for the Church of San Lucas 
and invited us all to add messages of caring.
 In response, a resolution also was passed at 
the following vestry meeting to declare the Church 
of the Good Shepherd a “safe haven,” a welcoming 
place for persons vilified because of their immigra-
tion status, the color of their skin, their gender, their 
national origin, their religion, their age, their dis-
ability, their language or whom they love.
 In that spirit, contact was made with Father 
Edgar Gutierrez-Duerte, vicar of the Church of San 
Lucas, to see how we might assist his parishioners.  
He noted that they will be in need of men’s and chil-
dren’s winter clothing.
 We will be holding a men’s and children’s 
gently used clothing collection for them the first two 
Sundays in December.  Early notice is being given in 
case you are sorting last year’s clothing as the season 
changes.  Although the collection will take place for-
mally the first two Sundays in December, if you are 
anxious to get rid of the clothing before then, please 
contact Carolyn Gutierrez to arrange for earlier col-
lection.

Carolyn Gutierrez
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Events

Bread & Banter
 This month’s Bread & Banter will be on 
Wednesday,  October 2nd at 12:00 noon. It is an 
hour or so of conviviality and fine dining. The food 
is supplied by various volunteers each month and 
consists of soup, salad, bread & butter, and a simple 
dessert provided by our parishioner cooks.

  There will be a sign-up sheet in the parish 
hall. You can indicate what you would like to contrib-
ute to this month’s luncheon or that you simply plan 
to attend.
  There is usually a theme that directs conver-
sation. This time it might be “Halloween Memories” 
 In November we will meet on Wednesday 
the 6th of November. Theme to be decided.
  Come, chat, eat and enjoy.



 

Chili-o-Kee
 

Get ready to start cook-
ing and crooning for the return of 

Good Shepherd’s  Chili-oke chili dinner and karaoke event! 
Saturday, October 19th, beginning at 6:30pm 

                           in the Parish Hall.               
 This is a great opportunity to break out your secret recipe for home-
made chili to share. Some shenanigans are sure to ensue at this rockin’ 
event, and light hearted awards may be in the offing!  Of course, for 
those who do not want to cook, there will be lots of food to enjoy as well 
as non-alcoholic beverages as you cast your vote for your favorite chili. 
We will also have beer and wine to purchase
 To add to the fun, we’ll have a karaoke machine and DJ for those who 
wish to sing for their supper...Who knows, there may be an American Idol 
talent scout undercover, looking for the next contestant.  Free-will dona-
tions will be happily accepted to defray the cost of the event.  Please con-
tact Jason Davis for more information on bringing chili or to volunteer 
with some much needed help. 
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Committee News
Sustainability 

Great Alternative to Single Use Baggies

 Donna Heaney is of-
fering an opportunity 
to do away with many 
single use plastic bags 
for free!  Here is her 
powerful story:

“When my son Tom suddenly died from a heart 
attack while walking his sister’s dogs, he was 
living with my daughter Sharon and her hus-
band Stephen in Florida. . Sharon had a hard 
time coping with her grief and started sew-
ing shirt shaped coasters for people to take 
from his Memorial Service as a way of healing, 
which blossomed into the lunch and snack bags 
of today. They help eliminate the use of plas-
tic bags as they can be used over and over. Just 

wipe the waterproof liner out 
or wash in machine but don’t 
put them in dryer (apparent-
ly it gets ugly). They are free, 
she doesn’t charge for them!  

Some people do send her 
lengths of 100% cotton 
fabric sometimes in grati-
tude, which enables her 
to keep making them. It’s 
her form of therapy and 

turning a sad, untimely 
death into good for the 
world.
 If you would like some 
you can see Donna after 
the 10 am service, she of-
ten has them with her in 
various fabrics.

Passages

14

Fond Farewells
 On Sunday, Sept. 15th we bid farewll to our friend Sheila Lloyd 
who is moving to a retirement community in Maine where her two sons live.  
Sheila moved to Boxboro to be near her daughter Amelia in 2011, however, 
her daughter is relocated to Washington D.C.
 Sheila quickly immersed herself into Good Shepherd life, serving on 
the Pastoral Care Committee,  the Altar Guild where we remember her re-
moving the linens on Maundy Thursday, as a Rector’s Aide, and singing in 
the choir. It was in her service on Pastoral Care as the coordinator of post-
funeral reception that she was able to relieve grieving families of a burden.  
We also all benefitted from her wise spiritual advice, including Gareth.
 Some of that spiritual wisdom came from her life experience dur-
ing her time at the Diocese in the 1980s  when she was the Coordinator of 
Congregational Resources. Most of her work was with the consultants and 
clergy for parishes in transition as she worked with the Bishop.  She is also 
a Companion of the Holy Cross and is very active at Adelynrood. And, in 
Boxboro, she was very active with the Council on Aging.
 We wish you happiness in Maine and always remember you have 
friend who love you here in at Good Shepherd.
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If You Need To Contact... The Church of the Good Shepherd
164 Newtown Road at Arlington Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720
(978) 263-5782    

Website: www.goodshepherdacton.org
FB:  Church of the Good Shepherd, Acton

The Rev. Melissa Buono, Interim Rector
pastorbuono@protonmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Ruthann Savage-King, Deacon
rrsavage@aol.com

Deborah Colageo, Music Minister
classicaldeb@gmail.com

Laura Brock,  Administrator 
 admin@goodshepherdacton.org




