
Church of the Good Shepherd
Our Story Inside These Pages

Sept. 1, 8, 15 - Church School registration
Sept. 4 - noon - Bread and Banter

Sept. 8 - post 10 am Eucharist - Acolyte Training
Sept. 15 - Regathering Sunday at 8 am & 10 am - 

Featured mission: Crop Walk
Church School and Youth Programs Begin

Ice cream Social following the 10 am Service
Sept. 21 - October Shepherd’s Staff deadline for articles

Sept. 27 - 5:45 pm - Parenting Potluck 
Sept. 28 - 10 am-3 pm - West Acton Oktoberfest table 

for Good Shepherd
Sept. 29 - post 8 & 10 am Services - 

Good Shepherd Ministry Fair
5:30 pm - Esperaza Farm to Table Dinner
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Dear Friends in Christ,
 I hope you all have 
had a terrific summer enjoy-
ing some carefree relaxing 
days with family and friends.  
I’m chuckling a bit as I write 
this thinking about how we look forward all winter and spring to the 
lazy days of summer and sometimes they are anything but.  After shuf-
fling kids to and from camp, and organizing visits with relatives and 
friends near and far, and mapping out vacation plans, these summer 
days often wind up busier than the rest of the year.  I think however, 
that it’s the change in routine that we long for; eating meals outside, 
walks on the beach and hikes in the mountains, longer daylight hours, 
and get aways to vacation homes.  Regardless of how you’ve enjoyed 
this summer, I pray you found some space to stop for a moment and 
reconnect with God, taking in the beauty of the natural world around 
us.
 Today I am grateful for cooler temperatures and even for the 
clouds hanging over Narragansett Bay in Rhode Island which is where 
I am as I write this “word from the fold.”  This place is a source of re-
laxation and rejuvenation for our family in the midst of the hustle and 
bustle of life.  And I am thankful for the time away after a busy summer 
of planning and preparing for the new program year at Good Shepherd!
 While the search committee has been busy writing the church 
profile, I’ve been meeting with the Wardens, the Vestry, Mission Out-
reach and Christian Education members getting things ready for the 
September kick-off.  We are looking forward to welcoming everyone at 
our Re-gathering Sunday celebrations taking place on September 15.  
This is the day that church school begins and worship will be followed 
by an ice cream social!  
 There are lots of opportunities to get involved here at Good 
Shepherd.  I hope you’ll visit our Ministry Fair on Sunday, September 
29 after both services and find a way that you can plug in and share 
your gifts and talents.  This year’s fair will feature sign ups for the vari-
ous service ministries within the church from altar guild to lector min-
istry, from choir to coffee hour host, and lots more.
 You will find in this edition of the Shepherd Staff an article 
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Senior Warden’s Message

    I want to start 
by saying thank 
you to all of you 
who have been 
s u p p o r t i n g 
Good Shepherd 
as we continue 
our journey of 
transition.   
 Summertime is 
a time to relax, 
enjoy the out-
doors, and the 

warm weather. I will say that this summer hass ben 
very busy for the Vestry and Melissa  as we try to get 
critical positions filled and essential plans in place 
for the coming year.
  We have hired an experienced and excellent 
Music Minister, Deborah Colageo, who will be start-
ing Sept 1st. If you have had any thoughts of sing-
ing with the choir, now would be a great time to join 
Deborah and share your talent with the church.  I 
know we are all looking forward to Deborah’s lead-
ership in all of our music programs. Many thanks 
to our Music Committee for keeping the music pro-
gram alive since Tish’s departure and helping to put 
together a job description for the Music Minister’s 
position.  Thank you for a job very well done, enjoy 
your well deserved rest.  A special thank you to Jessie 
Panek for working with Melissa each week to choose 
our worship music.
  Now on to Church School. The Church School 
Committee has been working on hiring a Sunday 
School director all summer. They put together a job 
description and have posted the job in many plac-
es, but have had no responses so far whatsoever. If 
anyone knows of someone, or if you, yourself would 

be interested and willing to help out untill we hire 
someone, please let Melissa or me know of your in-
terest.
  Some members of the Church School Com-
mittee, Melissa, and I had the opportunity to go 
to a Church  School Boot Camp this summer spon-
sored by All Saints Church, Chelmsford, Ma. It was 
an excellent opportunity for us to learn new ideas 
and build a better support system for our teachers. 
They suggested creating a Church School Council 
which will meet monthly to review the goals and is-
sues of each classroom.We also learned new ways to 
make Sunday School a safer place for the children 
and teachers.  After the training we decided to im-
plement a Church School Council which will meet 
monthly. Melissa and I met with all of the teachers 
that will be teaching this school year who were avail-
able.  We do need some more teachers as well as 
hall monitors and substitute teachers.  
  This summer, the Vestry had their Retreat, 
and our main focus was Stewardship.  We read an ex-
cellent book: Ask, Thank, Tell by Charles R. Lane. The 
book didn’t focus on money because Stewardship 
is about our relationship with Jesus and how 
we use our Time, Talents, and Treasure to grow 
our relationship with Jesus. More to come as the 
fall season continues.
  This autumn, some fun Parish Life events 
are planned which will be great fun activities. Please 
participate as much as you can; we all need to have 
fun with friends (or make new friends) at every op-
portunity.

 Tony Geanisis

about the new Multi-Generational Mission Sunday 
and how we are working to integrate the Church 
School with our Outreach Ministries.   
Enjoy these waning days of summer! I look forward 
to welcoming you all in September as we continue in 

our journey of faith finding ways to walk in love and 
in service to the Lord.

Faithfully,
Melissa



All New Monthly 
Multi-Generational 

Misson Sundays
 This fall we will see a redesign of the monthly 
New Eu(charist) For All Ages worship.  The “New Eu”, 
as it was known, provided the congregation with the 
opportunity to worship all together and encouraged 
the young people to serve as ushers,  greeters, and 

lectors.  There was also a “carpet time” children’s 
message for the youngest members. At its inception 
about 7 years ago, this worship format was well 
received, though lately it seems that the NewEu has 
needed an upgrade.
  This summer, I’ve been working with 
members of the the Mission Outreach Committee 
about ways to highlight the various ministries that 
our parish supports. Together we have re-imagined 
the “New Eu” to be a Multi-generational Mission 
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Worship

 Rector Search Committee
 
               The Rector Search Committee has been working 
faithfully and steadily since last spring.  Our group is 
made up of people from both the 8 AM and the 10 
AM services.  We range from relative newcomers to 
seasoned parishioners.    But most importantly, we 
are committed to being open to the Spirit in all that 
we do.    We are almost finished with one of the big-
gest steps in the process, namely writing the Parish 
Profile.  This is an important part of the process, as 
we want to give prospective candidates an accurate 
sense of who we are as a community, and how we try 
to live out the Gospel beyond the Sunday Services.  
The next step will be to have the document pub-
lished on the diocesan website and nationally.  Then 
when applications start to come in, we will begin to 
review them and move towards interviewing candi-
dates.  Our hope is to begin interviewing by the New 
Year. 
 We are very hopeful and confident that the 
Spirit will lead the right person here.  It is very im-
portant to the entire group that the whole parish 
feels included in the process.  To accomplish that we 
had a parish wide meeting and have recently put up 
posters on which people could add their input on 
such topics as why Good Shepherd is important to 
them, and where they see this parish going in the 
future.      If you have any comments or questions, 
you could approach any of the committee either in 

church, by phone or by email.
 The committee includes: Chris O’Leary, chair, 
Elgin Summerfelt, Rafael    Pupo, Tom Hoch, Ellen 
Harland, Bev Ridpath,    Deb Flint-Baum, Kristen 
Bates, Wendy Feddersen and Neal Ogle. Please con-
tinue to keep the committee in your prayers as we 
move forward in this process. 

For the committee,  Ellen Harland. 

Rectory Update
 
 The Rectory will have to have some outside 
work done to it.   Paul is in the process of setting up 
some workdays. If you’er willing to help in anyway 
please let Paul Zinn (pzinn3@hotmail.com) or myself 
know (ageanisis@gmail.com). We are also getting es-
timates for the exterior painting which it’s needed 
for many years.  A professional painter can quickly 
and efficiently accomplish this.

Tony Geanisis

 During Our Interim...



Sunday.  The 1st Sunday of the month will feature a 
different mission of the parish in the sermon and/or 
with invited speakers from one of the organizations 
supported by CGS.  Young people will continue to 
have opportunities to serve during the worship and 
where possible will be paired with an older member 
of the parish in that task.  
 We are very excited to announce that the 
Sunday school will also be connected to the Mission 
Sundays through age appropriate projects featuring 
the local food pantry, the CROP Hunger Walk, 
the Lowell Transitional Living Center, Esperanza 
Academy, and our companion community in El 
Ocotillo, El Salvador.  In addition to Bible lessons, 
the children will study issues connected with each 
mission - from hunger on a local and global scale 
to homelessness, from building relationships to 
understanding the concept of accompaniment with 
versus charity for others.
 Chuba Udokwu will be our first presenter 
on Sunday, September 15 at both the 8am and 
10am services.  He will share his personal experience 
with the CROP Hunger Walk organization.  The 
Sunday School will also participate by making a 
banner that they will present at worship and carry 
in the CROP Hunger Walk on Sunday, October 20 in 
Concord.  

 Our first Multi-Gen Mission Sunday 
will be October 6 and will include a Blessing 
of the Animals in recognition of St. Francis of 
Assisi. Also as part of that Mission Service, we will 
welcome back Jeanne Rikkers, Cristosal’s Director of 
the Center for Research and Learning to share with 
us some of the collaborative work she is doing with 
communities in El Salvador. 
                  I hope you will plan to join us as we celebrate 
the work of many in our congregation who give of 
their time and talent to a variety of organizations.  

We are grateful for these ministries, and we look 
forward to hearing about some of them in this 
exciting new program year.

Melissa

Our New Music Minister
Dear friends, 
          I am so 
excited to begin 
my journey as 
your new Minister 
of Music! Thank 
you for this 
opportunity.
          How blessed 
are we at Church 
of the Good 
Shepherd to have 

such great resources for use in spirit uplifting, faith 
affirming music in devotion of worship to our Lord 
God—from the 1892 Hook & Hastings tracker pipe 
organ, the lovely ebony Yamaha grand piano, and 
most especially, the wonderful vocal talents of our 
choir, just to name a few. 
         My wish is to serve the parish, fulfilling all its 
needs and wants in musical form.
          I look forward to meeting as well as getting to 
know you individually. Feel free to contact me with 
questions, comments and suggestions. 

          In Christ,
Deborah Colageo 

Acolyte Training, 
Sunday, September 8

The role of the Acolyte has long been a part of 
worship in the Christian Church, having been 
recorded back to a letter written by Pope Cornelius 
to Fabius of Antioch in 252 A.D.   Acolytes assist 
in worship as crucifers in the procession, as well 
as torch bearers and holders of the Gospel book 
from which the Deacon reads in the assembly of 
the congregation.  Other tasks include handing the 
offering plates to the ushers and sometimes assisting 
with the preparation for Holy Communion.   Many 
young people from Good Shepherd have served in 
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this capacity over the years, and we would like to 
offer this opportunity once again.
 If your child(ren) is in 5th grade or higher and 
would like to serve as an acolyte, training will take 
place after the 10 am worship on Sunday, Sept. 
8.  Given the limited classroom time during Sunday 
School, children will serve as acolytes on the first 
Sunday of the month at the new Multi-Generational 
Mission Sunday worship as well as at services for 
Christmas and Easter.  I hope you will plan to join us 
on Sept. 8 for the training.
 

Liturgical Arts
 After Easter, when the church settles into 
what is called “Ordinary time” , i.e. the time after 
Pentecost, the festive decorations of Easter come 
down, and for a while it seems that the church looks 
rather bare.  However, without too much effort we 
now have two new banners on either side of the 
organ, and two contrasting crosses on the window 
wall in the back.  And the Narthex now has a “Good 

Shepherd” banner.  As with all of the different things 
we do each liturgical season, the hope is that our 
efforts will enhance the spiritual experience of our 
parishioners.  
 Many thanks to Jesse Cox, Doug Recko, 
Tony Geanisis and Harry Peebles for all their help in 
accomplishing this.
 As always, our committee would welcome 
any newcomers to join us.  (ballsquarebelle@yahoo.
com )You don’t need a lot of artistic talent, although 
that is always a blessing.  You just need a few hours 
every few months to make it happen!

Ellen Harland,

Altar Guild
 In late spring the Altar Guild held a luncheon 
to honor Blanche Stockbridge and Sheila Lloyd and 
to thank them both for their years of dedicated 
service to the Altar Guild and the Church of the 
Good Shepherd.
 Joy Hamel and Pat Kosicki are now co-
leading this dedicated group, which includes Mary 
Billingsley, Nancy Brown, Ellen Harland, Eleanore 
Recko, Emmanuella Udokwu, Helen Young and 
our two new members Peggy Ornell and Myie 
Yvanovich.  These women working with a team 
member or members are responsible for the set-up 
and clean-up of a service once a month.  Being an 

Service Schedule
Sunday: 8:00 am Holy Eucharist                 
    10:00 am Holy Eucharist
                                  w/Church School
Wednesday:
    7:30 am Holy Eucharist                  
                             w/potluck breakfast

 
•	 Healing Prayers and Laying on 

of hands the first Sunday of the 
Month.

•	 Food Ingathering the second 
Sunday of the month.

•	 Holy Eucharist Multi-generational 
Mission first Sunday of the month 
at 10:00  am
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Altar Guild member does not take a lot of time, but 
it is a very special way in which we serve our church 
and the Lord. Please contact me after church or at 
patkosicki@verizon.net
 All of us on the Altar Guild send Sheila Lloyd 
off with our sincere thanks, love and best wishes for 
health and happiness as she heads to her new home 
in Maine very soon.  She will be missed.

Pat Kosicki 

Visioning Goal for 
Worship Update

Sound – From your Deacon
 On August 6 Zeke Zola from Boston Light 
and Sound met with Tom Hoch, Jesse Panek and 
myself to learn about our audio amplification 
needs here at COGS.  I described our questionnaire 
approach and gave Zeke copies of the sound plots 
that Tom had generated based on the measurements 
we took in the sanctuary.  Zeke thanked us for doing 
this upfront work that nailed down the types of 
issues we’re having because that informs the type of 
system that would best serve our needs.
 A final formal design is not yet complete, 
but the things we’ve discussed include a speaker 
system that will provide coverage throughout the 
sanctuary including all of our “trouble spots”, like 
the back corners and the choir seating area.  The 
wireless microphones we already have, along with 
our podium mic are fine.  To work best with the new 
amplification however, the lapel clip-on mics used 
by the Priest and Deacon should be replaced with 
headset microphones that are designed to keep the 
mic near the speaker’s mouth so words aren’t lost or 
jumbled.

 To assist people with hearing loss the system 
would include a signal that can be picked up using 
the t-coil that is installed in hearing aids and cochlear 
implants.  If you use one of these assistive devices 
it probably came with a t-coil – they were originally 
designed to boost the magnetic signal from a 
landline telephone handset – and can now interface 
with Bluetooth hearing loops and other technology.  
If you haven’t already you should have the t-coil in 
your device adjusted to meet your specific hearing 
loss.  Please check with your audiologist.  For folks 
who don’t have a hearing device the new system 
would include a portable system similar to one you 
may have used at a museum where the loop around 
your neck acts as a receiver and projects sound into 
a headset you wear.  We’re very excited about the 
possibility of offering these assistive technologies.
 We also talked with Zeke about speakers 
in the Sunday school area and in the parish hall to 
provide the capability to monitor what is going on 
in the sanctuary.  Finally we discussed a separate 
system to be installed in the parish hall for events 
like the Annual Meeting so that all speakers can be 
heard by everyone.
 So – just to reiterate – the final design is not 
complete and we don’t have a full cost estimate.  
What we have is a defined need with a loosely defined 
solution that at this time needs your prayer support.  
Not only do we need the final design, we need a way 
to pay for everything!   If you have questions please 
feel free to speak with Tom Hoch or Deacon Ruthann 
and we will do our best to get you a good answer.

Deacon Ruthann

Blessing of the 
Animals

October 6
You can bring your 
pet(s), a photo of your 
pets and your stuffed 
pets. Dogs need to be 
on leashes, and other 
pets in carryalls or 
caged.
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10 Ways to Pray by 
Dawn Duncan Harrell

 Recently in a sermon 
Melissa referred to this 
book written by her good 
friend Dawn who passed 
this past Easter.  Melissa 
described using the book 
for an adult study group 
and I thought that might 
be a good idea so I or-
dered the book.  It’s sub-
title made the book even 
more intriguing:  “A Short 
Guide to a Long History 
of Talking with God”.  It’s 

a guidebook!
 As Melissa said in her sermon, there are a 
lot of books on prayer that have been written and 
we have each done our share of looking for not just 
the right book, but the right way to pray.  Here “ev-
ery chapter introduces one of our forebears in his or her 
struggle to connect with God and a type of prayer he 
or she favored.  …Their histories are worth considering 
because they tell about God’s communication with his 
people.  In turn our praying sisters and brothers can help 
us to discover and feel known by our Creator.” (pg. 2-3) 
Look for more details about the start date and more 
information in the weekly email blast”
 Looking forward to learning with you this 
year! 

Deacon Ruthann

Spiritual Parenting, 
now called Parenting Potluck!

 The Spiritual Parenting Group, now called the 
Parenting Potluck, builds fellowship among those ex-
periencing the journey of parenthood. Meeting one 
night per month, this group provides a safe place in 
which the participants can acknowledge the joys and 
challenges of raising children. Parents and guardians 
of all ages are welcome. Each session begins with a 

potluck dinner. Childcare is provided. Come as you 
are. 
 The first gathering of the Parenting Pot-
luck will be Friday, September 27 at 5:45-8:15 
pm.  The potluck will be from 5:45-6:30 pm; Parent 
discussion & childcare will be 6:30-8:00 pm.  Clean-
up kitchen and parish hall from 8:00-8:15 pm.  The 
theme for our re-gathering will be catching up on 
summer fun.  Feel free to bring in an item or souve-
nir from your summer vacation. We are also looking 
into bringing Ed Morgan, the Music Man (you may 
know him from his monthly sing-alongs at the Acton 
Memorial Library) to sing with the kids for this first 
get together. 
 The Parenting Potluck will meet monthly on 
the following Fridays from 5:45-8:15 pm: Septem-
ber 27, October 25, November 22, December 13 and 
January 24.  For more information about this par-
enting group, please contact Melissa at PastorBuo-
no@protonmail.com.

Learning Opportunity
 This summer, members of the vestry have 
been studying stewardship with Pastor Melissa and 
more specifically what it means to be a good steward. 
As it turns out, many congregations have a rather 
narrow view of this ministry, reducing stewardship 
to efforts for funding the budget.   But this under-
standing is far from the whole picture when it comes 
to thinking about ourselves as stewards of all that 
God has given us.   In fact, all that we are and all 
that we have, belongs to God, and we are meant to 
be guardians of it, seeing that these things are used 
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in ways that help build up the Kingdom of God on 
earth.
 In October, we will be hosting a congre-
gational learning opportunity, to share some of 
what the vestry members have been wrestling with 
around stewardship. In the meantime, I would like 
to invite you to participate in a stewardship train-
ing being offered by the Diocese.   This event will 
help spark ideas, inspiration and tools for successful 
stewardship.   Participants will share best practices 
and review resources for congregations. The train-
ings are designed for lay leadership, but clergyper-
sons are welcome.   The dates are:
1. Thursday, September 19, 6:00-8:00 pm. at 

the diocesan offices (138 Tremont Street—
5th floor).

2.  Saturday, September 21, 9:30-11:30 am at 
St. Paul’s Natick (39 East Central Street).

If you are interested in attending, please contact 
Pastor Melissa at PastorBuono@protonmail.com. 

Bread & Banter
 After a summer hiatus our monthly lun-
cheon/get-togethers begin again on Wednesday, 
September 4th at 12:00 noon. It is an hour or 
so of conviviality and fine dining. The food is sup-
plied by various volunteers each month and consists 
of soup, salad, bread & butter, and a simple dessert 
provided by our parishioner cooks.
  There will be a sign-up sheet in the parish 
hall. You can indicate what you would like to contrib-
ute to this month’s luncheon or that you simply plan 
to attend.
  There is usu-
ally a theme that di-
rects conversation. 
This time it might 
be “How doth your 
garden grow” or, if 
you are not a gar-
dener: “Gardens I 
have known.”
  Come, chat, 
eat and enjoy.



Church School
                          Church School and Youth 

Registration

 We hope you all had a great summer and are 
looking forward to a new Sunday School year. We 
are asking that every family complete a registration 
form for children participating in our Church School 
programs and nursery. There will be a Nursery, God-
ly Play K-2, Faith Builders 3rd-5th, Rite 13 6th - 8th 
and J2A High school. Registration days are Sept. 
1, 8, and 15. Church School begins Sept 15 and 
after church there will be an Ice Cream Social for all. 
Hope to see you all there. Church School Boot Camp
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Church School Calendar
  Sept.. 1               Church school registration  after the 10am  service
  
  Sept. 8                10:00 am   Church school registration continues  
                     
                    Sept. 15             10:00 am   Church school registration continues                                                                                                                       
 `         CHURCH SCHOOL BEGINS
 
  Sept 22              10:00 am   Church school/Mission project   
                                  
  Sept 29              10:00 am   Church school                                                                        
         

“We are called to be the change we want 
to see in the world by honoring human 

dignity and seeking to improve the rights 
and conditions of people locally, nation-

ally, and globally.”
 
 During the next year you will notice a change 
in the Church calendar. Once a month there will be a 

“Mission Sunday.” These services will highlight mis-
sion in our church. It will be a time to highlight the 
Mission Projects that we sponsor as a church and 
themes related to our Mission Outreach values. The 
children will attend these services with their parents 
and, when appropriate, Sunday School classes will 
share their learning about mission.
 

Mission Outreach
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Mission Outreach Calendar 
•	 September 15 Mission Sunday: Why We Do the 

Crop Walk
•	 September 29 Farm to Table Dinner for Esper-

anza Academy
•	 October 6 Mission Sunday: Jeanne Rikkers, 

Reasearch and Learning Director from Cristosal  
•	 Oct. 27 Andrew McMahon, Exec. Dir. of Lowell 

Tranisitional Living Center and Funmi Yusuf, 
Dev. Mgr.

•	 November 3 Mission Sunday: Lowell Transition-
al Living Center

Barbara Magee

 

Esperanza Farm to Table Dinner
Sunday, Sept. 29 at 5:30 pm

 Good Shepherd parishioners and friends of 
all ages are invited to the delicious Esperanza Farm 
to Table Dinner at Good Shepherd Sunday, Sep-
tember 29 at 5:30 pm to support the scholarship 
fund at Esperanza Academy, a tuition free school for 
middle school girls in Lawrence. This will be Good 
Shepherd’s fifth Esperanza dinner. It is free, but 
there will be a free-will offering for the scholarship 
fund. Sign up in the parish hall or by emailing Caro-
lyn Platt at cwplatt3@gmail.com.
 The dinner is sponsored by several generous 
Good Shepherd parishioners who won a catered din-
ner at the Esperanza auction. It’s for 60 plus peo-
ple and Esperanza’s Chef Dana Wilson will prepare 
dishes with fresh crops from his personal garden. As 

in the past, the dinner will be a fun event meeting 
some Esperanza students and staff, learning more 
about the school and enjoying each other’s company. 
 Good Shepherd, along with our diocese, has 
had a relationship with Esperanza since its found-
ing 13 years ago. Over the years we have provided 
supplies for the students, sponsored students, given 
teacher workshops and consulted with administra-
tors, volunteered in the library, helped 8th graders 
with their interview practice for applying to inde-
pendent schools and judged at the annual Science 
Fair. Many of the students’ families come from the 
Dominican Republic. Esperanza makes a 12 year 
commitment to the girls, supporting them through 
high school and college. To learn more about Esper-
anza go to esperanzaacademy.org.

Carolyn Platt

Jeanne Rikkers, 
Research and 

Learning 
Director of 

Cristosal, visits 
October 6

 
 Cristosal is an 
Episcopal-based organization doing important work 
in El Salvador. A visit to their website www.cristosal.
org/ describes their mission: We accompany victims 
of violence to provide protection when they need it 
most, repair the lingering effects of human rights 



11

violations, and build human rights environments 
where peace is possible.
 Noah Bullock, the Executive Director of Cris-
tosal, spoke at CGS in November 2015. In 2017 Cris-
tosal led a course for our El Salvador delegation and 
our friends in El Ocotillo to teach us about Commu-
nity Based Human Rights Development.  
 Our relationship with Jeanne Rikkers, who 
has lived in El Salvador for 27 years, has a long his-
tory. We have learned from her on many of our del-
egation trips. Jeanne visited CGS in April 2016, par-
ticipating in a sermon/dialogue and felt so embraced 
by our community that she became a member of our 
congregation.

Barb Magee

Good Shepherd Prayer Chain
 
                 If you have a concern of any size that you 
would like to have prayed for, the Good Shepherd 
Prayer Chain members will happily lift your conerns 
and requests to God for you.   We are a group who 
feel called to practice intercessory prayer for oth-
ers.   Every request is kept in strictest confidence.   
Please send your requests to myself or Margaret 
Geanisis, who will send it on to members who have 
volunteered to pray for your requests for up to two 
weeks. Just describe your need (or a friend’s) and say 
whether you want to include names or keep it anon-
ymous. The Chain is a way to send concerns quickly 
and to share updates or a word of thanks. 
               If you like to pray for others, ask to join the 
chain. You’ll get five to eight prayer request emails 
per month, with no obligation to respond, only to 
pray, as you are able.  
                 To request prayers, or to join the chain and 
receive requests, contact Margaret or Jane .

 Jane Lothian

October is a month of 
Undies Sundays

 Fall is on its way and so here comes our an-
nual Undies Sundays campaign wherein we collect 
underwear and socks for the Lowell Transitional 
Living Center (LTLC). This program has gone on for 
over 20 years here in our parish. The shelter provides 

housing for those in need, three meals a day and also 
a Winter Emergency Bed Program that begins in ear-
ly November. Over the years we have donated cots, 
pillows, blankets, a washing machine as well as hun-
dreds of pieces of warm clothing to LTLC.
 This year our appeal is for men’s tee 
shirts, briefs or boxers sizes Med, Lg, and XLg, 
men’s white socks, warm knit caps , waterproof 
gloves as well as ladies’ underpants   (cotton) 
size 8 and up. We will also be raising funds for 
the Winter Emergency Bed Program, offering 
a warm bed and breakfast to people who live 
on the streets. Checks may be made out to the 
church and earmarked for the Winter Emer-
gency Bed Program.
 On October 27 , our guests at both ser-

vices will be Andrew McMahon, executive director 
of LTLC and Funmi Yusuf, Development Manager 
of LTLC . We will have the opportunity of learning 
more about the mission of the shelter at the services 
and to visit with them at our coffee hours. By then 
we should have a good collection of clothing to pres-
ent to them!
 Our Mission Outreach Committee is plan-
ning to include our Sunday School children in our 
various Mission activities, so as part of that plan 
in September , I will have kits available for Sunday 
Schoolers who knit or who want to knit—with yarn, 



knitting needles and instructions for making warm 
winter scarves.. Watch for this project!
 Watch for the Undies Sundays Bin in the par-
ish hall in October.    

Many thanks, Charlie and Ellie George

Ministry Opportunity —
Are you called?

 We have been involved in Undies Sundays and 
our relationship with the Lowell Tranisitional Shel-
ter for many years and feel it is time to pull back. If 
anyone is interested in learning more about the proj-
ect and perhaps leading it in the future, please speak 

to us. You will be 
greatly reward-
ed by being in-
volved with this 
vibrant, active, 
and oh so nec-
essary Shelter. 
We treasure the 
friendships we 
have made there.

Charlie & Ellie George

Events

Everyone’s invited to the
ESPERANZA FARM to TABLE DINNER

at Church of the Good Shepherd
on

Sunday, September 29 at 5:30 pm

Free-will offering to Support 
Esperanza Academy Scholarships
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West Acton Village Oktoberfest - 
Sat. Sept. 28

 Mark your calendars for the annual West Ac-
ton Village Merchants Association Oktoberfest cel-
ebration!  Held at Gardner Field on Massachusetts 
Ave (across the street from Acton Coffee House and 
TrueWest brewing company), Oktoberfest is an op-
portunity to meet local merchants in a fun-filled 
atmosphere.  There are cold beverages on tap, tasty 
snacks and foods, as well as activities for kids.
 This year’s event will be held from 10am-
3 pm on Saturday, September 28.  It’s great fun 
with live music, balloon animals, face painting and 
about 50 different organizations and businesses on 
display.  And this year, Good Shepherd will have 
a table at Oktoberfest to share with partici-
pants a bit about our faith community!  We are 
looking for 6-8 people to sign up for 1 or 2 hour 
shifts to help out at our table answering ques-
tions and chatting with attendees.  We are also 
planning to have rock painting available for children 
of any age to decorate with messages of love and 
faith.  Be on the lookout for the sign-up sheet in the 
parish hall in early September. 

Ministries Fair Sept 29
 Please join 
us in the Parish 
hall after both 
services on Sep-
tember 29th for 
the Ministries 
Fair. This is an 
opportunity to 
stop by tables 
and hear, learn 

and possibly participate in one of the ongoing min-
istries that is organized at the Church of the Good 
Shepherd.  These groups are open to members of all 
ages and this is your opportunity to share your in-
terests and experiences in these ministries.  Some of 
ministries include:  Lectors, Ushers, Greeters, Alter 
and Flower Guilds, Liturgical Arts Committee and 
Music Ministry, Church School, working with our 
teens,Coffee Hour Hosts, and many others.
  A number of years ago I signed up to be a Lec-
tor and I thoroughly enjoy it.  It gives me a greater 
connection to the church service. In addition to this, 
in my work I present frequently to audiences about 
a variety of issues and I always need the practice to 
be in front of big groups.  I also like the challenge to 
try and pronounce obscure biblical names that don’t 
get often spoken in everyday conversation!  You’ll be 
surprised to see how volunteering your time and tal-
ent is a blessing; it sure was for me.

Pete Church

Chili-oke Is Back!
 

 Because of popular demand, Chili-Oke is 
back for another season!  Mark your calendar for 
Saturday, Oct. 19th beginning at 6:30 pm in the 
Parish Hall. Everyone has their favorite chili recipe 
to enter into the chili cook-off. Even if you don’t 
cook, you can eat and judge the chili… yes you heard 
that right FREE FOOD! There will be non- alcoholic 
beverages, plus beer and wine. To add to the evening, 
we will have our own in-house DJ with his Karaoke 
machine so we can sing and dance all night. Free will 
donations will be happily accepted to defray the cost 
of the event.  If you’d like to help out please contact 
Jason Davis.
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Committee News
Fall/Winter Coffee Hour Hosts 

Needed for 10am Service
 It’s time to fill up the calendar for coffee hosts 
for this fall and early winter.
 As you likely know, volunteers make coffee 
and bring snacks to share after the 10AM service ev-
ery Sunday. We are VERY grateful to all those people 
who stepped up to host in the past months. Your 
time and treats are appreciated!  

 

What do you need to know to be a host?
1. Making coffee is easy! We have a very simple cof-

fee machine and use thermal canisters to keep 
the coffee hot.

2. You don’t need to bring a banquet of food. Coffee 
hour is not a meal; it should be a light snack and 
beverage that provides people time to be in com-
munity with each other.

3. The new dishwasher is SO EASY! No more open-
ing, closing, pray, repeat!

4. Consider teaming up with a friend or spouse. Or 
we can pair you with a well-trained host to show 
you the ropes.

5. There are written instructions for everything 
and other people are always willing to answer 
questions and offer helping hands.

6. Everyone really appreciates your efforts—Who 
doesn’t love it when there are snacks and coffee 
waiting for them?

 I  have sent an email using Sign-Up Genius 
that includes dates for September through Decem-
ber. Hopefully you received it but if you haven’t, con-
tact me and I will send you a link to sign up.  I will 
also have the schedule and sign up available at the 

church for easy reference.  Please contact me with 
questions.
See you at Coffee Hour!

Debby Flint-Baum

Pastoral Care
 The Pastoral Care team had a fairly quiet sum-
mer—no dinners or visits were requested or needed 
to be done by the team.  During the month of June 
we continued our routine once-a-week rides to the 
dialysis clinic in Methuen.   There were a couple of 
last-minute emergency requests for rides that were 
quickly and easily handled.  The couple of rides that 
were done were handled without having to contact 
the whole team.
  The Pastoral Care team provides rides to med-
ical appointments or an occasional errand.  The team 
also delivers the altar flowers to shut-ins or people 
who are sick as well as plant deliveries at Christmas 
and Easter.   These flower deliveries also provide an 
excellent opportunity for a visit.   The team often 
puts out cards on Sundays to be signed by church-
goers and then sent to people who may be ill, have 
suffered a loss, have had surgery, or who need a little 
cheering or “Thinking of you” card.
  If you know of someone who is sick, is hav-
ing surgery, or having a baby, and could use a meal 
or meals or needs a ride or a prayer shawl, please let 
someone on the Pastoral Care team know or call Lau-
ra Brock in the church office.  We are always happy to 
help out if we can, but first we have to know of the 
need!

Kathi Haney 
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Administration
Treasurer’s Report

 The budget presented at the beginning of 
the year at the annual meeting showed that some 
very difficult actions had to be taken to reach a bal-
anced budget, which the diocese required for us to 
search for a new full-time rector. To balance the 
budget, spending on both our music program and 
Sunday School education was reduced to the barest 
minimum. After Vestry made those hard choices, 
the resulting updated budget for 2019 and forecast 
for 2020 was reviewed again by the congregational 
financial consultant.
  After Rev. Melissa Buono was appointed as 
our interim priest, we have seen significant savings 
on expenses compared to our 2019 budget, both on 
her medical insurance and because of her choice to 
live in the rectory. Because of the above and the ex-
tended period of time she was with us as a half-time 
bridge priest, we now expect 2019 to have a positive 
surplus.
  The Vestry has looked into the best use for 
this surplus, which could include one-time capital 
expenses (like a new roof) or investment in our Sun-
day School. The vestry recognized that while this is a 
single year surplus created by unique circumstances, 
they will use the funds to hire a Sunday School di-
rector even though new staff adds to expenses for 
future years.
 Diane Zimmerman-Decker and Denise Kelly 
have recently spent several hours conducting a very 
thorough and comprehensive audit of the accounts, 
controls and procedures. They will soon produce a re-
port for review by the vestry and submission to the 
Diocese.
  Many thanks to several members in our con-
gregation who have been very generous and paid 
their pledges early this year. This has helped with 
cash available for expenses, as well as show our fi-
nancials in a very strong and positive fashion to help 
attract candidate rectors.
 As of end of July, compared to budget, our 
income is about $7,500 better than expected, while 
expenses are $26,000 less than expected, leading to 
a positive variance of $33,500. My sincere thanks to 

the several people who spend many hours planning 
and reviewing the numbers, counting and keeping 
track of your donations, and the book keeping. And 
a BIG THANK YOU to all members who support 
this church with your generous donations.

Jason Davis

Changing communications at 
Good Shepherd

 
 As we begin to enter a new era at Good Shep-
herd our communication forms will get a new look to 
reflect our continuing journey together.  The Shep-
herd’s Staff will be getting a new look next month.  
Margaret used to change the fonts and the appear-
ance of the headings every year, but that hasn’t hap-
pened in several years.  In addition, the Wardens 
with Rev. Melissa have decided to change the way we 
distribute the Shepherd Staff in an effort to save ex-
penses.  The Shepherd’s Staff will now be distributed 
via email, and for those who don’t have email, there 
will be some paper copies available at church.  If you 
prefer to read it on paper, simply print it up yourself  
from the email.  If you print it up in black and white 
in draft mode, that will use a lot less ink if that is im-
portant to you.  We will continue to mail out Shep-
herd’s Staff to our out-of-area friends.  So, between 
much increased postal expenses and printing costs, 
this new method of distribution will save us several 
hundred dollars each month.
 I am assuming you’ve already seen our won-
derful new website and that you are beginning to 
realize that it’s designed to be our “Go To” spot for 
the most up to date need-to-know information for 
you.  Catherine Conway has done an wonderful job 
designing it and continues to keep it very current.  
Very soon Margaret Haley will be joining her in post-
ing to our website and keeping it current. Check it 
out at:  https://goodshepherdacton.org
  Catherine has even set up the website so that 
new event items automatically post to our Facebook 
page.  All other facebook posts are done by Marga-
ret Geanisis, Rev. Melissa and Debby Flint-Baum.  
This where you’ll find photos of events, spiritually 
uplifting posts, and links for happenings in our Dio-
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cese, the National Church and our Mission Outreach 
friends.  Please like our posts often so that they will 
show up on your page and help spread the word 
about us and our activities by sharing our posts.  You 
can find our Facebook page at: Church of the Good-
Shepherd Acton Episcopal.
 Privacy information about our public 
spaces:  All personal contact info is removed and 
funneled to a link which goes through Laura at the 

church office, who will contact you with contact in-
formation about the sender.  Only first names are 
published in Facebook and photos of children are 
never identified.  Even contacts published in our 
Shepherd’s Staff are removed before it gets posted to 
our website.

 Exciting times!
Margaret Geanisis

Passages
Baptisms

On May 19, 2019 Emma Drake Mahoney was 
baptized. she is the daughter of Douglas James Ma-
honey and Theresa Drake (Glaser) Mahoney

Graduations
 Joanna Davis, daughter of Jason and Fel-
ishia Davis, graduated from Cornell University with 
a degree in Engineering. She will begin her work as a 
consultant in the Biomedical field after summer.
 Graham Feddersen, son of Wendy Fedder-
sen, received his Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree for In-
dustrial Design in May from the California College 
of the Arts in San Francisco. Graham is staying in 
the San Francisco area to pursue his professional ca-
reer both as a designer and a Pro Windsurfer.
 Joseph Gagliano, son of Guido and Helene 
Gagliano, received his Bachelor of Science in Infor-
mation Technology from the Kennedy School of Sci-
ences at UMass Lowell. Following graduation, he is 
employed with Kronos as a Technical Engineer.
 Justin Gray, grandson of Bruce and Sonia 

Stevenson, received his BS in Finance from Manhat-
tan College, the Bronx, NY.  He will continue at J. P. 
Morgan in New York.
 Bradley Hazen, son of Starla and Dave 
Hazen, graduated from American University with 
Bachelor of Arts in International Relations; Bradley 
wants a job at a Defense related think tank. 
 Sara Brooks Kosicki, granddaughter of Pat 
and Bern Kosicki, graduated from Babson College.
 Nicholas Philip Long, grandson of Marge 
Kennedy, graduated cum laude from Dickinson Col-
lege, in Carlisle, PA with BS in Biology and will head 
to the Baltimore Aquarium to work for preservation 
of coastal waters.
 Derrick Gray Naugler, grandson of Bruce 
and Sonia Stevenson, received his MS in Architec-
tural Engineering. 
 Andrew Hazen, son of Starla and Dave Ha-
zen, graduated from Acton Boxborough Regional 
High School and will attend UMass. Dartmouth to 
study Medical Laboratory Science.
 Brendan King, son of Cathy and Jim King, 
graduated from Westford Academy and will attend 
WPI in the Fall where he will major in mathematics.
 Jessica Lauren Kosicki, granddaughter of 
Pat and Bern Kosicki, graduated from Franklin High 
School.
 Samantha Rose Long, granddaughter of 
Marge Kennedy, graduated from Acton Boxborough 
Regional High School and will attend Union College, 
Schenectady, NY in the fall.  
 Alison Rutyna, daughter of Julie Shields-
Rutyna, graduated from Acton Boxborough
Regional High School and will be attending Muhlen-
berg College in Allentown, PA to studyTheater, His-
tory and Spanish.



Fond Farewells

Ginny Huettner

  Our friend Ginny Huettner moved to New Hampshire!  It’s hard to imag-
ine Good Shepherd without our dear friend, Ginny Huettner! She has recently 
moved to a condo in Exeter, New Hampshire, since three of her children live in that 
state.
   She and her late husband, Bob, moved to Acton in the mid 60’s, raising 
their four children Bob, Steven , Jim and Lori here. The whole family was active in 
our parish - Sunday School, Youth groups, Vestry etc.  Ginny was a faithful choir 
member for over 50 years, along with her sister, Joy Hamel.. Year in and  year out  
she sang under many choir directors - Anna Rubiero, Jeannette Woods, Morley 
Lush and Jay Lane among others. Ginny was also an integral part of the Resale 

Shoppe, a parish clothing consignment shop  which ran for 20 years! Later she worked on our Trinkets and 
Treasures sales.  She brought her attention to detail and her retail experience to these sales, serving along with 
Donna Heaney as bookkeeper for the Resale Shoppe  ( a huge job!).If you gave Ginny a job to do you knew that 
she would so it  and do it well in her capable and quiet manner.
  In addition to her work at Good Shepherd , she was a faithful volunteer at the Emerson Hospital Gift 

Shop for many years and very active 
in the Westford Council on Aging. She 
will be greatly missed by her many 
friends here.
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Catherine Stevenson, Caroline Stevenson, 
Douglas Stevenson, Jr., grandchildren of Bruce 
and Sonia Stevenson are graduating from Concord-
Carlisle Regional High School. Catherine will attend 

WPI in the Fall. Caroline will attend Delaware Uni-
versity in the Fall.  Douglas will  be attending Cham-
plain College in Vermont.



Karen & Lee Conley

 Karen and Lee Conley, who have been members of COGS for over 
20 years, are following their dream and moving to Dade City, Florida.  
They came to church after a personal invitation from friends, and quickly 
became involved.
 Karen became a greeter, and was on the Newcomer’s Committee, 
where she certainly found her niche and did a great job for many years.  
She also taught Sunday school and worked in the nursery for a couple of 
years. In 2004 Karen was part of Good Shepherd’s delegation to El Salva-
dor.

 Lee became a LEM, was a lector and served on the Vestry.  They each were on a discernment committee, 
and also hosted at the coffee hour many times.  Both of them have been very involved with the Cursillo Com-
munity after making their Cursillo in 1994.  
 Good Shepherd was an important part of their lives, and they brought their children and grandchildren 
here.  They relied enormously on their faith during Lee’s battle with cancer 3 different times, and are very grate       
ful for the support that they received from this community during those ordeals. We all wish them God Speed! 
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