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Our story inside these pages                                                                                                      Late Spring   2019

 At the end of April, I attend-
ed my first Clergy Conference of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Massa-
chusetts, an event similar to the 
Bishop’s Convocation in which 
clergy from the New England Syn-
od of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America gather for in 
the Fall.  In both gatherings, it is a 
time to reconnect with colleagues 
and friends in a more relaxed at-

mosphere as well as to meet clergy new to the Diocese/Synod.  There is 
usually a presentation by a guest speaker around a theme followed by dis-
cussion in small groups.  
 This year was very special in that Clergy Conference was convened 
during the time that Presiding Bishop Michael Curry was visiting the 
Diocese.  This was his last stop before heading back to his office in New 
York City prior to his return home to North Carolina where he lives with 
his wife.  Bishop Gayle Harris gave a wonderful and humorous introduc-
tion to the Presiding Bishop in which she shared about his love for Jesus 
and his passion for the truth. She spoke of his experience as a pastor and 
Bishop of the Diocese of North Carolina.  In her closing remarks, she said 
that “while he is a man of infectious hope and joy, he is also one who is 
well acquainted with grief—so much grief that he’s a certified grief coun-
selor—and that’s from his lifelong experience of being a loyal Buffalo Bills 
fan,” to which the room erupted with laughter and gave Bishop Curry a 
standing ovation as he approached the podium.
 With his usual warmth and genuineness, Bishop Curry spoke of 
the notion that we are experiencing a new reformation in the church, 
not like the 16th century, but one in which Christians live their faith in 
ways that look a lot like Jesus’ teaching.  He called this Reformation, “The 
way of love as the way of life.”   The message of this reformation is that 
people are not at their core selfish or self-centered, but we are made in 
God’s image of love and that’s who we are at heart, people fashioned from 
God’s love. And Bishop Curry urged us to be evangelists of that message 
particularly as the face of Christianity in America has been that of white 
evangelicalism.   For the Presiding Bishop, part of this new reformation 
will include reclaiming Jesus Christ as the face of Christianity as follow-
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ers seek to live out Christ’s teaching and are known 
by his love.
 The keynote speaker of Clergy Conference 
was the Rev Dr. Kelly Brown Douglas, Dean of Epis-
copal Divinity School at Union Theological Semi-
nary, which is the new home of EDS since closing 
its doors in Cambridge in May 2017.   Rev. Douglas 
is  the author of many articles and five  books, in-
cluding “Stand Your Ground:   Black Bodies and the 
Justice of God,” which  was written  in response  to 
the murder of  Trayvon Martin.   At Clergy Confer-
ence, she gave an in-depth and thought provoking 
presentation that asked the question: “What does 
it look like to talk about the goodness of God when 
things don’t look good.” She used as the backdrop to 
her presentation the thought that “theology doesn’t 

emerge out of the air.  It emerges out of the struggles 
of faith as we work out our own human struggles.”   
Rev. Douglas spoke of her background growing up 
in Dayton, Ohio in the time of the race riots there. 
From a very young age, Kelly was devoted to Jesus, 
but that devotion gave way to skepticism in college 
in the face of growing injustice experienced by the 
black community.   Reading James Cone’s, “A Black 
Theology of Liberation” renewed her Christian faith 
and invigorated her study so that today, she is a dis-
tinguished Christian thinker, minister and activist.
 It was such a blessing to have the opportu-
nity to be engaged with colleagues in thought, word, 
and deed around this very timely topic.  

In faith, Melissa

Senior Warden’s Message
     Now that spring has ar-
rived, I too have renewed 
my energy after several 
months of intense work. 
When Melissa was named 
Interim Priest it gave me 
a chance to step back and 
take some time to get re-
charged, reflect on all that 
has occurred during the 
winter, and begin to con-
centrate on what needs to 
be done moving forward. 

Taking time to reflect is important to all of us.
  The interior of the rectory is complete and 
the Buonos have moved in. I want to take this time 
to thank everyone who was involved in this recto-
ry adventure. People chipped in to help in any way 
they could from both the church and members of 
the greater community with whom we have a rela-
tionship. Not only were we helped, but we were able 
to help other nonprofit organizations by donating 
items left behind. In addition, donated funds cov-
ered the entire cost of the renovation. This is a shin-
ing example of all forms of Stewardship.
  It’s been wonderful to see the Sunday school 
flourish this year thanks to the leadership of Jen 
Thornton and Julie Shields-Rutyna. I can’t believe 
that after resigning from their church school position 

last year, they were willing to step into the leader-
ship position for this year when asked. The Wardens 
are working with the Finance Committee to create a 
paid position for the coming school year. But with or 
without a paid director, the Sunday school wouldn’t 
be possible without our dedicated volunteer teachers 
and youth leaders. Thank you for all the work you 
have done this year, and I ask you each to please take 
the time to thank them yourself.
 The Search committee has started the pro-
cess of building the Parish Profile. They are at the 
point that they need to meet with all of us. There is 
a very important parish meeting May 19 after the 
10:00 am service. This meeting is to get your input 
on what qualities and strengths you think we need 
in a new Rector. It has been very rewarding working 
with the Diocese as we move forward. The good news 
is we have been approved to search for a full-time 
Rector. 
 The Music Committee has been working on 
filling the Sunday slots with substitute musicians 
through the summer. I want to thank Jessie Panek 
for scheduling the musicians and working with Me-
lissa picking the Sunday music. The Committee is 
also beginning to create a job description for a per-
manent position.
  Now more than ever it’s important to attend 
church for several reasons. First of all, parish feed-
back on the different musicians will help the com-
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Search Committee Seeks 
Parish Input to Profile

 The Search Committee continues its work 
on behalf of the Good Shepherd family.  We contin-
ue to focus on the Parish Profile, which will serve 
to introduce us to potential candidate rectors. We 
have been thinking of the Parish Profile as a mar-
keting brochure for Good Shepherd, highlighting 
the many attractive strengths and characteristics 
of our faith community.
 The Committee has drafted a structure and 
a table of contents for the profile, and has assigned 
author teams for each of the chapters.  Two activi-
ties are currently underway as we create the con-
tent for the different sections of the profile. First, 
we are reviewing past profiles from our church, as 
well as examples from other churches that we 
think are good models for us.
 Second, we are intentionally reaching 
out to the congregation to seek your input and 
perspectives. The best way to provide this 
information is at the Parish Town Hall 
meeting that will be held on May 19 fol-
lowing the 10:00 am service. This informa-
tion may address some or all of the discussion 
questions that we have defined, or may focus 
on some other area altogether.  The discussion 
questions are:
1.  Where do you want the church to go in          
the next five years?
 a. How do we get there?
 b. What should we be doing more 
of? Less of? 
 c. What are our strengths?
2. What are the characteristics that you 
would value the most in a rector?
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 During Our Interim...

mittee plan for the future. Second, it’s important to 
keep our attendance numbers up during the search 
because it will show interested candidates that 
we are a vital parish. Also with the rollout of our 
new website, which should be in place in a couple 
of weeks, we are hoping to attract summer church 

shoppers. So please come to church the weekends 
you’re available.

 Tony Geanisis
  
P.S. Please keep your pledge up-to-date over the 
summer. 



We’ll be meeting in the parish hall for a structured 
session of information gathering and visioning. 
We’ll use the information to continue our work in 
writing the Parish Profile.  Please join us for this 
important discussion!
 If you cannot join us on May 19, there are a 
number of other ways to provide information. You 
can catch a member of the committee at coffee hour 
following one of the services.  You can request that 
we attend a meeting of people interested in a par-
ticular ministry or other aspect of our life together.  
You can propose that we meet for coffee or have a 
telephone conversation.  You can submit something 
in writing to one or all of us. (Our contact informa-
tion can be found on page 3).
 It is important to keep in mind that the pro-
file serves to invite closer examination and explora-
tion by clergy who are potentially interested in the 
position. It does not need to address every facet of 
our church, nor does it need to provide a detailed de-
scription of the aspects that it does address. Instead, 
it should highlight the features of our life together 
that will allow our next rector to determine if we are 
a good match for his or her skills and gifts. 
 Even though we have worked hard to ensure 
that the committee is representative of the parish, 
we still need your feedback and point of view.  Thanks 
in advance for that, and for your faithful prayers as 
we continue our work together.

Chris O’Leary

Music Committee Update
 The Music Committee has been quite busy 
over the last couple of months.  We have met with 
the Choir twice to discuss how things are working, 
and where there are areas for improvement.
  Jessie Panek has organized substitute organ-
ists/pianists to provide us with music during our 
services. Ronnie Diesl, Jane Lothian, and Jesse Cox 
have selected anthems for the Choir to sing.  Jessie 
and Melissa Buono have been choosing our service 
music and hymns. Ray Lyons has found local talent 
to offer special music during our worship services.  
Thanks to Audrey Recko and Alex McDowell for their 
beautiful rendition of “Amazing Grace”.
  We are using this “ in-between time” without 

a music minister on staff to good advantage. Having 
a variety of substitute musicians is an opportunity 
to learn what is liked by both the congregation and 
choir. We have certainly heard that people like hear-
ing the organ again! Please let the members of our 
committee know when we have a musician you re-
ally enjoy and tell us what you enjoyed about their 
music.  
  This exploration also helps us consider what 
are the most important skills for a new music minis-
ter in our parish.  We are working with the Finance 
Committee to understand what we might be able to 
afford. We have learned we need a larger budget than 
we initially hoped, even to have a supply musician 
each week. It also seems that the pool of available 
musicians for a permanent position is small, as few-
er people now study organ and many of the individu-
als who play are retired and no longer want a weekly 
commitment. Few of our substitute organists, for 
example, seem to be interested in longer-term work.
  If you happen to know anyone who might be 
a candidate for music minister, please talk to one of 
us. Committee members are Gail Lyons, Ray Lyons, 
Jessie Panek, Ronnie Diesl, Jane Lothian, and Jesse 
Cox.
  We are also looking for people who would like 
to offer their musical gifts during a service in the 
summer.  If you are interested, please contact Ray 
Lyons at raylyons@raylyons.com.
  We appreciate everyone’s flexibility in this 
time of transition, and hope you will appreciate 
the chance it gives us to explore. Please share any 
thoughts or concerns you have with us!

Peace,
Gail Lyons and Jessie Panek
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Rectory Rehab
The Interior is complete!

 YES! The interior Rectory Rehab is com-
plete and the Buonos have moved in! Since 
our last Shepherd’s Staff the installation of 
the kitchen cabinets has been completed with 
many thanks to Doug Recko and his help-
ers, Tom Hoch, Peter Church, Bob Christmas, 
and Tony Geanisis (and possibly others).  Be-
ing able to do the installation of the cabinets 

ourselves saved us a lot of 
money.  Once the cabinets 
were in place the coun-
ter tops were installed in 
good time, followed by Bob 
Christmas and I having ad-
ventures with little round 
tiles as we completed the 
back splash.  Tony installed 
the kitchen light and cabi-
net knobs and handles.

  While the kitchen was being completed we had lots of clean up help 
to remove the construction dust and condition the woodwork.  Girl Scout Troop 65202, led by our own Chris-
tine         Sadlowski, cleaned ALL of the bedrooms.  Others helping with cleanup included the Mendoza family, 
the Platts, the Kuenzlers and the Geanisises.  In addition there were a lot of loose ends to finish up—many 
thanks to David Baum, Jon Panek, Bob Christmas, and Tony Geanisis for taking care of these details. (btw Bob, 
whatever you used to condition the floors was brilliant, they look great.)
  The Buonos moved in on April 25 and are pretty much settled in. Thank you for all your support through-
out this process.

Margaret Geanisis

 
P.S. We now need to move on to repairs and painting of the exterior—if it EVER stops raining and warms 
up.  If you have the gift of project managing or organization, please consider donating that talent to this much-
needed project. If you believe is God is calling you to help out in this way, please contact our Senior Warden, 
Tony Geanisis.
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Pentecost
 Sunday, June 9, marks the Christian 
celebration of Pentecost which commemorates 
the day when the Holy Spirit descended upon the 
Apostles 50 days after the Easter resurrection of 
Christ.  The name Pentecost comes from the Greek 
“pentekoste” meaning “fiftieth.”   This feast day 
of the Church comes 10 days after the Ascension 
of Jesus Christ when Jesus returned to heaven. 
The events of Pentecost are recorded in the New 
Testament Book of Acts 2:1-13.  As the Apostles and 
others were gathered in a house in Jerusalem, “And 
suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush 
of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting.  Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them.  All 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.”

 Pentecost was the fulfillment of the day 
Jesus promised his disciples that he would send the 
“Counselor” and “Spirit of Truth” (John 16-5-15).   
It’s considered the “birthday of the church” because 
it was the event in which the spreading of the Gospel 
or the Good News of Jesus Christ began in earnest 
and on a large scale.  According to Acts 2:41, after 
Peter spoke to the crowd having received the Holy 
Spirit, some 3,000 people were baptized.
 Jews also celebrate Pentecost, but not for 
the same reason as Christians. The celebration of 
Pentecost by Jews is to honor God’s gift of the law, 
“the Ten Commandments,” at Mount Sinai 50 days 
after the Exodus and includes thanksgiving for the 
wheat harvest. Pentecost in the Jewish tradition 
takes place 50 days after Passover and is called 
Shavuot or the Feast of Weeks.

 In Western Churches, Pentecost is usually 
represented with the color red, which symbolizes 
the fire of the Holy Spirit.   So remember June 
9 to wear your red attire and join us for the 
celebration of Pentecost!

Liturgical Arts
         There are so many things that I love about 

the Episcopal Church, and CGS in particular.  One is 
how, as the liturgical year unfolds, we walk through 
the year being fed by the variation we find in the 
different seasons.  We have just gone from the stark, 
mostly barren sanctuary of Lent, with the crown of 
thorns being a huge visual reminder of the solemnity 
of that season, as well as the Stations of the Cross, to 
the joyful celebration of Easter, with the flowering of 
the crown of thorns and the altar overflowing with 
lilies and other gorgeous 
blooms.  This all doesn’t 
happen without the 
efforts of many people.  
          I would like to 
thank Joan Faccenda, 
Jessie Panek, Doug 
Recko, Gail Lyons, and 
Diane Prunier for their 
help in making this all 
happen.  John Link’s 
efforts in getting the 
Easter flowers is always 
amazing, and the altar 
guild coordinates with 
our group to ensure that 
everything is complete. 
          The Liturgical Arts Committee is always looking 
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for people who are creative and want to get involved in 
a way that doesn’t require a large amount of time. If you 
are such a person, please feel free to contact me for more 
information.

Ellen Harland

Service Schedule
Sunday: 8:00 am Holy Eucharist                 
    10:00 am Holy Eucharist
                                  w/Church School
Wednesday:
    7:30 am Holy Eucharist                  
                             w/potluck breakfast

 
•	 Healing Prayers and Laying on 

of hands the first Sunday of the 
Month.

•	 Food Ingathering the fourth Sunday 
of the month.

•	 Holy Eucharist for All Ages Service 
the fourth Sunday of the month at 
10:00  am
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Spiritual Parenting
 A wonderful ministry of Church of the Good 
Shepherd is found in the camaraderie of the Spiri-
tual Parenting group.  We are parents of children of 
all ages who turn to one another for support and en-
couragement as we seek to instill the values of faith 
in our kids despite the messages to the contrary in 
the larger society.  Our aim is to meet once a month 
on alternating Friday and Sunday evenings.  Howev-
er, inclement weather and school vacation prevented 
two of our sessions from meeting this year.  Hence 
we look forward to welcoming everyone, including 
some new families, for our next get- together on 
Sunday, May 19 at 5:15-7:45 pm.  
 In looking for a theme for our meeting, I 
came across a new book called “Parenting Forward: 
How to Raise Children with Justice, Mercy and Kind-
ness” by Cindy Wang Brandt.  In the forward written 
by the late Rachel Held Evans, 

“In Parenting Forward the reader is treated to 
a robust and accessible guide to breaking the 
cycle of authoritarian fear-based parenting in 
favor of a paradigm that pursues and celebrates 
equality, autonomy, and fully embodied health 
and wholeness.” 

Cindy Brandt’s premise is that “we build a better 
world doing one tiny act of love at a time and mov-
ing on to the next small right thing.”

 We begin all together in the parish hall for 
a potluck meal.  Families bring one dish be it an en-
tree, salad or side, beverage or dessert. There are 
times when families are running from one activity to 
the next and are not able to bring food.  That should 
not be a deterrent from coming, as there is always 
plenty of food and some to spare.   
 I hope you all will join us for this next gathering!

Exploring the Scriptures
A Hop, Skip &Jump through the 

Bible
This spring we are meeting on the last Wednesday 
of the month from 7.30-9 pm at the Church of the 
Good Shepherd. Each week is a ‘stand-alone’ meet-
ing so please join us for whatever sessions you can 
fit into your schedule (whether you have done the 
readings or not!). We will spend a little time on the 
background to these books of the bible and then en-
joy a lively discussion exploring their relevance to 
our lives today. Coffee and cookies provided! All are 
welcome. 
 May 29  -  The Book of Jude
 June 26 -   The Gospel of Mark:  Healing the  
                      blind man at Bethsaida
Questions – email Bev Ridpath at baridpath@gmail.
com .
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Christian Formation

Church School
                           Church School
 
 It’s hard to believe the 2018-2019 church school 
year is wrapping up. It has been a year of transi-
tion, building community, and learning about 
God’s love. Both the Godly Play and 3rd-5th grade 
classrooms will be spending the spring exploring 
some of the many parables Jesus told and discov-
ering the valuable lessons he was trying to teach 
us.
  In early May both classes read, discussed and 



Youth Activities

Bishop Curry Trip 
 

 On Saturday, April 27th, the 11-13 yr. old 
church school group went into Boston to the Bishop 
Curry Youth Jamboree at the Cathedral of St. Paul.  
Bishop Curry was in the area and this event was to 
hear him speak to the youth of the Boston area.
  When we went got to the church, we walked 
through the entrance and were immediately wel-

comed by some of the staff. We waited about 15 
minutes for him to arrive and we made our way into 
the church. We sang two songs, and he then walked 
out as the second song ended. He first introduced 
himself to everybody and told people about his back 
story. He was a very inspirational speaker, however, 
he wasn’t too serious. He had a great sense of humor 
and he was able to speak in a way that moved every-
one in the audience, no matter the age level.
After, he allowed people to ask any questions, wheth-
er they were about him, the church, his job, his opin-
ions on certain topics, or even the royal wedding. 
What I thought was really cool was being able to ask 
him a question myself. He even shared with us some 
interesting encounters that he had with the queen 
of England. Apparently, after the wedding, while ev-
eryone else was watching the bride and groom walk 
out of the church, she smiled at him and nodded her 
head!  Overall it was an outstanding trip, and I would 
love to hear him speak again. 
Alexandra McDowell

creatively experienced the parable of “The Sower” 
and on Mother’s Day children planted flowers and 
“sowed” God’s love into the gardens behind the 
kitchen and the parish hall. Students in both class-
rooms will read and explore other parables includ-
ing “The Good Shepherd,” “The Mustard Seed” and/
or “The Pearl” and decorate the bulletin boards in the 
church school to share Jesus’s messages. May 26 is a 

New Eu service and June 16 will be the last Sunday 
of Church School before summer. 
  “But the seed falling on good soil refers to some-
one who hears the word and understands it. This is the 
one who produces a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or 
thirty times what was sown.”

 Peace, 
Jen and Julie
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J2A Helps Out at Acton Food Pantry Stocking by 
Shelves

Mission Outreach
Esperanza Academy

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry visits 

 Presiding Bishop Michael Curry met with 
Esperanza students as part of his April visit to our 
diocese. His first stop was Lawrence, wanting to con-
nect with those affected by the gas explosions last 
fall.
 Bishop Curry fielded the girl’s questions 
which ranged from what is your favorite sport 
(watching the Buffalo Bills lose), to the Royal Wed-
ding (eager to join the celebration after his sermon 
while still being on his best behavior because he was 
followed by photographers…Prince Charles was a 
most gracious host), to how do people find happi-
ness (Love God, your neighbor and a big pep talk on 

loving yourself—including taking out his cell phone, 
turning it for a selfie, and saying I love you to it.) His 
assistant posted a photo of the girls on Twitter and 
the bishop said it would be seen by 250,000 people. 



His answers brilliantly conveyed inspiring spiritual 
messages through humor, stories about his growing 
up including challenges he faced, and an overarching 
message that nothing is impossible.

Good Shepherd visit to Esperanza

 A group of Good Shepherd parishioners had 
an opportunity to talk with head of school Jadi Ta-
varas, take a tour of the school led by two eighth 
graders, attend chapel, and enjoy lunch with the 
girls. Let Andy or Carolyn Platt know if you would 
like to visit Esperanza.

 

Save the Date: 
Esperanza 

Farm to Table 
Dinner 

September 29

 The Esper-
anza dinner, usu-
ally held in May, 
is postponed to 
Sunday, Septem-
ber 29. The menu 
will feature Esper-
anza’s Chef Dana’s 
own garden fresh 
produce. 

Carolyn Platt
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El Ocotillo: Sad Goodbyes and 
Hopeful Beginnings

 Our trip to Ocotillo last summer was remark-
able because we spent so much time with the schol-
arship students. They organized our entire three 
days in the village that included shared meals, an ex-
cursion for a river swim, community building games, 
and serious discussions. We had such fun together 
and were impressed with the teamwork and respect 
they had for each other. The group of thirteen stu-
dents ranged in age from 13 to 25 and, as you can 
imagine, the younger students looked up to the uni-
versity students. They were so present that we felt 
we really got to know them.
  Every school year there are a few changes in 
the roster of students in the program. We celebrate 
the good news of graduations but the changes also 
sometimes reflect the difficulties of living in El Sal-

vador. This was the case with news received in the 
fall.
 Fundahmer is the NGO that is our liaison in 
the country. It oversees distribution of the scholar-
ships, meets with students and families each month, 
and provides leadership training for the cohort of 
students. This fall Fundahmer reported that two of 
the students had left the scholarship program. 
 Elba is 22. She was attending university 
in San Miguel with the goal of getting a degree as 
a medical technician. She was incessantly harassed 
and threatened by a young man to the point that she 
felt unsafe. Her family helped her to leave the coun-
try and she is now living in Spain.
 Flori is 15 years old and the mother of a 
young baby. She was in eighth grade. This summer 
the father of her baby was in jail for statutory rape.  
When he was released, Flori was too frightened to 
leave her home and stopped attending school and 
the meetings for scholarship students. We hope she 



is able to return at a future date.
 The difficulties of these 
young women are not unusual. 
These are the sad realities of life 
in a country that cannot provide 
security for its citizens. 
 Fortunately the commu-
nity has chosen two new students 
who we look forward to support-
ing and getting to know: 

Rosalba Yamileth López Hernandez is 24 years old and in her sec-
ond year of high school.
Christian Eduardo Ventura  is 13 years old and in seventh grade.

Barbara Magee

Events

Parish Town Hall Meeting:
The Search Process

May 19 following the 10:00 am service

Please plan to attend and let us hear your voice & opinions
If you can, please bring a snack to share.
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Parish Cookout
Sunday, June 23 after the 10:00 am Service

 
Please come to the annual Parish Cookout. It’s a great time to catch up with everyone be-
fore they head off in various directions in the summer. The vestry will once again be cook-
ing burgers and hot dogs. It would be great if you could bring a salad, side dish, or dessert 
to share. Please sign up at church on the official sign-up sheet, or RSVP to your EventBrite 
email invitation. We’re lookingforward to seeing you there!
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Committee News
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Coffee Hour Hosts Needed for 
Summer 9:30 AM Services

 
 It’s time to fill up the summer schedule 
for coffee hosts!

 First, thank you to the many people who vol-
unteered during the church year 2018-2019. You 
have been amazing and responsive!   Your time and 
treats are appreciated!
 Our wonderful volunteers make coffee and 
bring snacks to share after the 10 am service (9:30 
am in the summer) Sunday services. (The 8 am ser-
vice has a separate, dedicated group that provide 
their own treats.) 
 What do you need to know to be a host?
•	 Making coffee is easy! We have a very simple cof-

fee machine and use thermal canisters to keep 
the coffee hot.

•	 You don’t need to bring a banquet of food. Coffee 
hour is not a meal; it should be a light snack and 
beverage that provides people time to be in com-
munity with each other.

•	 The new dishwasher is SO EASY! No more open-
ing, closing, pray, repeat!

•	 Consider teaming up with a friend or spouse. Or 
we can pair you with a well-trained host to show 
you the ropes.

•	 There are written instructions for everything and 
others are always willing to answer questions 
and offer helping hands.

•	 Everyone really appreciates your efforts—Who 
doesn’t love it when there are snacks and coffee 
waiting for them?

  Soon I will send out an email with a link to 
sign up using Sign-Up Genius that will include dates 
for the end of June through the first week of Sep-
tember.  I also have the schedule and sign-up avail-

able at the church for easy reference.  And of course, 
please contact me with questions.
 See you at Coffee Hour!

Debby Flint-Baum
dfbaum@gmail.com

Newcomers
 The Newcomers Committee is initiating a se-
ries of experiments to expand and improve the ease 
of wearing nametags. In the words of Melissa, our 
Interim Priest, “The goal of this ministry is to have 
everyone—longtime members, newer attendees, 
youth, and visitors wear a name tag for worship and 
coffee hour”. Wearing nametags is not just to help 
newcomers. It makes it easier to call each other by 
yes, our Christian name, during the Peace and at cof-
fee hour.
 You will see a new pegboard more conve-
niently located by the door to help reduce the bottle-
neck by the elevator.  This is part of an effort to be a 
more welcoming community during this transition 
to welcome a new rector next year.
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Administration
New Website Under Construction
 As you may have noticed, the church website 
is long overdue for a makeover! So, over the winter, 
members of the vestry and the congregation came 
together to re-envision the website. Our goal was 
to create a central hub for church information that 
serves the current congregation and potential new-
comers. Additionally, we wanted maintenance of the 
website to be sustainable. 
 Therefore, we’ve rebuilt the website on a new, 
easier to maintain web platform that offers mod-
ern, mobile-friendly, and accessible page templates. 
We’ve taken care to solicit the help of various con-
gregation members to accurately, concisely, and lov-
ingly describe in words and pictures the many minis-
tries and committees of Good Shepherd, too. 
 We are still a few weeks off from launching 
the new website, but, when we do, we believe that it 
will be a true reflection of the vibrant and welcoming 
community that we know our church to be. We look 
forward to revealing the website’s new look. Please 
stay tuned!

Catherine Conway

Treasurer’s Report
 The budget presented at the beginning of the 
year at the annual meeting showed that some very 
difficult actions had to be taken to reach a balanced 
budget, which the diocese required for us to search 
for a new full-time rector. To balance the budget, 
spending on both our music program and Sunday 
School education was reduced to the barest mini-
mum.
  After Vestry made those hard choices, the 
resulting updated budget for 2019 and forecast for 
2020 was reviewed again by the congregational fi-
nancial consultant. Her updated report recommend-
ed that our parish would be able to call a full-time 
rector. In early May, the diocesan representative 
confirmed that we could search for a full-time rector.
  In late March, when Rev. Melissa Bueno was 
appointed as our interim priest, we learned there 
would be some significant savings on expenses an-
ticipated in our 2019 budget, both on medical insur-
ance and because Melissa has chosen to live in the 
rectory. Because of this and the longer than antici-
pated period with a half-time bridge priest, we now 
expect 2019 to have a positive surplus. The Vestry 
will be considering the best use for this surplus, 
which could include one-time capital expenses (like 
a new roof) or investment in our Sunday School. Any 
plans must recognize that this is a single year sur-
plus created by unique circumstances, which makes 
using it to hire a Sunday School director, for exam-
ple, a challenge because new staff adds to expenses 
for future years.
  We received a generous donation of $15,000 
that covered all of the expenses for rectory repairs. 
Along with the effort put in by our members, no ex-
penses have had to be paid by the church towards 
repair and renovation of the rectory. Had this been 
done by using a contractor, this expense could have 
been well over $30,000.
  Many thanks to several members in our con-
gregation who have been very generous and paid 
their pledges early this year. This has helped with 
cash available for expenses, as well as show our fi-
nancials in a very strong and positive fashion to help 
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attract candidate rectors.
  As of end of April, compared to budget, our 
income is about $3,000 better than expected, while 
expenses are $12,000 less than expected, leading to 
a positive variance of $15,000.
  My sincere thanks to the several people who 

spend many hours planning and reviewing the num-
bers, counting and keeping track of your donations, 
and the book keeping. And a BIG THANK YOU to all 
members who support this church with your gener-
ous donations.

Jason Davis

Passages

Baptisms
Liam Harris Jun-xi Chan, son of Norman 
Wai-Lim Chan and Nicole Alice Wheatley 
Dyson was baptized on April 28th. He was 
baptized by his grandmother, Rev. Eliza-
beth Wheatley Dyson.



If You Need To Contact...
Good Shepherd Vestry:
Tony Geanisis.  Warden                  ageanisis@gmail.com     
Jessie Panek,Jr. Warden BrumbyDesign@charter.net
Jason Davis, Treasurer         jasonrdavis@hotmail.com
Dawn Hill, Clerk                            dawnyokwe@gmail.com
Peter Church                               jenandpete3@verizon.net
Margaret Haley                         mhaley229@gmail.com
Denise Kelly                                denise.w.kelly@gmail.com
Ken Kozik                                              kfkozik@outlook.com
Chris O’Leary                                      ccoleary2@gmail.com
Danielle Reese                            danielle.reese@gmail.com
Obi Umeh                                              obi.umeh@gmail.com
Kathy White                                   kwhite728@comcast.net
Paul Zinn                                                pzinn3@hotmail.com
Worship
LEMs: Lesley Murray                   ljmurray9lm@aim.com
Lectors: Vacancy
Ushers:  Vern Nixon                nixon01719@verizon.net
Greeters: 
  Wendy Feddersen                  wfeddersen@gmail.com
Altar Guild:                                                                    Vacancy
Altar Flowers:
Diane Cooke                            dcooke711@comcast.net
Liturgical Arts Committee: 
   Ellen Harland                     ballsquarebelle@yahoo.com
Christian Formation
Church School Co-ordinators:
  Jen Thornton          jthornton@seemcollaborative.org
  Julie Shields-Rutyna             shieldsrutyna@gmail.
com
N2S Book Group: 
  John Link                                      johnlink34@comcast.net         
YAC Leader:
    Alex Skinner                          askinner2010@gmail.com
J2A Leader:
  Kathleen Zawicki                                tahkaz@verizon.net
Weavers Leader:  
    Eleanore Recko                 eleanore_recko@yahoo.com
Pastoral Care Team
(In case of emergency, contact  Rev. Melissa Buono 
at:  978-758-6065, or the church office)
Meals, prayer shawls, other needs: 
Lay Leader:  Kathi Haney                kathi9@comcast.net 
Prayer Chain: 
  Jane Lothian                              janelothian2@gmail.com
  Margaret Geanisis                          mgeanisis@gmail.com
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Nancy Brown   978-263-2014     

Mission Outreach
Barbara Magee                       barbaracmagee@gmail.com
El Salvador:
  Kathleen Zawicki                            tahkaz@verizon.net
  Rafael Pupo                                    karenwiss@gmail.com
Esperanza: Carolyn Platt               cwplatt3@gmail.com 
Prison Ministries:  
  Beverly Duncan                                           aadunc@aol.com         
Lowell Transitional Living Center:   
  Ellie George                                          elchorge@yahoo.com                                             
CROP Walk: Chuba Udokwu          cnu1@columbia.edu
Newcomers  
Karen Wiss Pupo                karenwiss@gmail.com                                            
Andy Platt                              alexander.platt@verizon.net
Building Committee
  Vacancy
Communications
Shepherd’s Staff: 
  Margaret Geanisis                    mgeanisis@gmail.com
  Kathleen Zawicki                         tahkaz@verizon.net
Publicity: Debbie Flint-Baum     dfbaum@gmail.com
Website: 
Catherine  Conway       catherinejconway@gmail.com
FaceBook: 
Margaret Geanisis                      mgeanisis@gmail.com
This Week at Good Shepherd Email blast
    and weekly Shepherd’s Fold:
  Laura Brock             admin@goodshepherdacton.org 

978-263-5782

The Church of the Good Shepherd
164 Newtown Road at Arlington Street

Acton, Massachusetts 01720
(978) 263-5782    

Website: www.goodshepherdacton.org
FB:  Church of the Good Shepherd, Acton

The Rev. Melissa Buono, Bridge Priest
revmelissab@gmail.com

The Rev. Dr. Ruthann Savage-King, Deacon
rrsavage@aol.com

Laura Brock,  Administrator 
email: admin@goodshepherdacton.org
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